Voyagers of the sunrise : the enigma of the Polynesian world by Lack, Clem Llewellyn (1900 - 1972)
263 
VOYAGERS OF THE SUNRISE 
THE ENIGMA OF THE POLYNESIAN WORLD 
[By CLEM LACK, B.A., Dip. Jour., F.R. Hist. S.Q.] 
(Read at a meeting of the Society on 23 April 1964.) 
The origin of the Polynesian race is the greatest enigma in 
human history. I do not think that can be disputed. For 
upwards of a century a vast and complex field of archaeo-
logical, anthropological and ethnological research has been 
the battleground of conflicting theories and hypotheses with-
out any definite and incontrovertible proof being established 
as to the original homeland of the ancestors of the present 
peoples of Polynesia. After traversing and examining the 
innumerable postulates, speculations, and hypotheses, from 
Fornander and Buck to Heyerdahl and Suggs, I feel like the 
Persian poet who "heard great argument about it and about, 
but evermore came out by the same door as in I went." 
I have chosen to discuss the Polynesian migrations for two 
reasons: firstly, because there is possibly no aspect of world 
history and the study of man that holds greater fascination or 
more widespread interest to the student; and secondly, but 
none the less importantly, because the subject comes well 
within the scope of the research activities of this Society. 
One of the conditions of the annual grant the Society 
receives from the Commonwealth is that we should include 
in our proceedings papers deaUng with other States of the 
•Commonwealth, New Guinea, and the Pacific Islands. As a 
Pacific nation, Australia shares with other Pacific countries an 
active interest in Polynesia. She is a member nation of the 
South Pacific Commission, an advisory and consultative body 
set up by the six Governments responsible for the adminis-
tration of island territories in the South Pacific region. Its 
function is to recommend to the member governments means 
for promoting the weU-being of the peoples of those terri-
tories, and it is concerned with social, economic, and health 
matters. 
The six nations represented on the Commission are Aus-
traUa, France, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States, and the headquarters of the 
Commission are at Noumea, New Caledonia. 
There are twelve Commissioners, two from each member 
nation. A Research CouncU consisting of members selected 
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for their special knowledge of questions and problems of the 
territories with which the Commission is concerned, meets 
once a year. The South Pacific Conference which meets at 
intervals not exceeding three years consists of delegates from 
the local inhabitants of the territories who may be accom-
panied by advisers. The first conference was held at Suva in 
AprU 1950 and was attended by delegates from fifteen terri-
tories and from the Kingdom of Tonga. 
Three important groups of Polynesians are not directly 
included as being outside the territories within the scope of 
the South Pacific Commission: the New Zealand Maoris, the 
Hawaiians, and the people of Easter Island, which is con-
troUed by ChUe. 
CLOSE RELATION OF HISTORY 
AND ARCHAEOLOGY 
I do not make any apology for introducing the archaeo-
logical aspects of the Polynesian story — necessarily com-
pressed within the limits of this paper. If archaeology, the 
science of antiquities, is not to become a tenth Muse herself 
she is at least one of the most important handmaids of CUo, 
the Muse of History. Of aU the sciences, it is to that of 
History that Archaeology bears the closest relation. No 
modern historian can neglect Archaeology. History nowadays 
is not concerned with the record of wars and of the reigns of 
kings primarily, but with the organised knowledge of the 
development of human civilisation. An outstanding modern 
example will suffice to demonstrate the truth of this. Much 
attention in recent years has been paid by scholars to the 
relatively little known Hittite civUisation,^  and Hittite studies 
1. German and Turkish excavations in 1906-8 revealed that the village site of Boghaz 
Keui in the wild Cappadocian hill country where as far back as 1861 Georges 
Perrot, the art historian, had found remains of a vast fortified city, had been in 
fact the site of the capital city (Hattusas) of a great nation, the Hittites, and the 
seat of a relatively unknown civilisation. A large deposit of official archives was 
found, and the tablets comprising these archives appear to have been an official 
library organised about 1350-1300 B.C. They were what would be described today 
as "Foreign Office documents." A Czecho-Slovak, Dr. Hronqr, succeeded in 
identifying on tablets with lengthy inscriptions in cuneiform writing a number of 
different dialects and languages. Some of the tablets were actual dictionaries 
with words in three columns: Hittite, Sumerian, and Assyrio-Babylonian. This 
made the task of the decipherer relatively easy. Modern opinion is in agreement 
that Hittite can be classified as one of the Indo-European languages. As research 
progressed it was found that the Hittites actually possessed a hieroglyphic mode 
of writing and did not always employ the cuneiform. Excavations were being 
carried out shortly before the Second World War at Carchemlsh in Syria, a 
southern outpost of Hittite civilisation. The Hittites are believed to have entered 
Asia Minor, probably from the Caucasus, about 2500 B.C. There is little doubt 
that Uiese Hittites were of the general stock of "European" people who were 
thrusting southwards into the warmer regions in the third and second milleniura 
B.C. The principal Hittite dialect, says Stanley Casson (.The Discovery of Man), 
bears a relationship to old Latin. In Cappadocia, near their capital city, were 
vast mines of copper and silver, and the Hittites seem to have mastered the 
science of iron smelting. They seem to have been the first peoples of Asia to 
export iron and to have achieved a monopoly of this, to warlike nations, most 
necessary military ingredient. 
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are now a part of Oriental studies in most universities and 
institutes. Benjamin Lee Wharf, an American anthropologist, 
who has done much valuable work on deciphering the Un-
guistic portion of the Maya heiroglyphs, has emphasised that 
the decipherment of Hittite has proved to be far more impor-
tant for the light it has thrown on the development of the 
Indo-European languages than for all the accounts of Hittite 
reigns and conquests. "The battles and politics of the Hittites 
are as dead as a naU in Hector's coffin, but their verb forms 
and pronouns and common words are matters of live interest 
in American Universities since the accurate facts of the Hittite 
language revealed by careful decipherment are completely 
revolutionising our concepts of Indo-European Unguistics." 
The twin of archaeology is anthropology. No archaeologist 
can neglect what the anthropologist can tell him of the culture 
of various races in modern times if he is to understand those 
of ancient times. New materials for questioning are being 
discovered almost every day and the perpetual search for 
more knowledge of our amazing past goes steadily on. Tenny-
son described, in a line in his Ulysses, the very sum and pith 
of aU that archaeology and the other humanistic sciences have 
for us when he cried: "I am a part of all that I have met." 
Whether we realise it or not, all of us are precisely that. 
In an era when modern Man is probing the awful immensity 
of the Universe; when he is spanning with giant telescopes 
the immeasurable distances of space in terms of light-
years; when his rockets and his space-ships are already 
reaching for the moon, and inevitably at some future time 
wiU seek out the secrets of galaxies on the furthest side of the 
abyss of Time and Space, he is showing greater interest than 
at any time in recorded history in his past on his own planet. 
From China to Peru, from Asia Minor to Polynesia, archaeo-
logists are everywhere plumbing the long-locked secrets of 
ancient and vanished worlds, using for their search aU the 
resources of modern technology, and expanding to new fron-
tiers the Geography of History. Long demoUshed waUs are 
yielding their faint outUnes to the all-seeing eye of the aerial 
camera; forgotten fortifications are being revealed by the 
magic magnetometer; and microscopic pieces of carbon are 
being measured to estabUsh dates in vanished Time beyond 
any cuneiform or pictographic script of the ancient world of 
recorded history. The story of great empires and high civUisa-
tions that rose and feU long before "the grandeur that was 
Greece" is being told by the archaeologist, the anthropologist, 
and the historian. 
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Scattered like chaJf into the bin of Time, 
Each with its feuds and empire of a day; 
And John the Third, or Charles the Tenth we say, 
Thotmes the Great, Iiorenzo the Sublime. 
But dead, more dead than snatches of lost rhyme 
The purple council room, the steeled array 
Of sentinels, the courtier's plumed display; 
Black conflagrations, wars, and shrouded crime. 
Against the night skies of the years they biun. 
Whole constellations which in slow decline 
Sink with a drift of flickering baleful stars 
Beyond that western verge whence none return. 
While the blown ashes of the helot's line 
Whirl with the dust of moguls, dukes, and czars. 
Perhaps some voyager of Tomorrow's skies, an astronaut 
from an alien world adrift on shoreless seas of time and space 
may 
Scan with telescopic eye 
The arch of some dark distant sky, 
And see a nova flare— 
A flick of light, no more, 
A pinpoint on a photographic plate— 
A footnote in an alien chart of stars— 
Sole epitaph 
To mark the curious end of restless man 
Who for a second of galactic time 
Floated upon a speck of cosmic dust 
Around a minor sun 
A CONGERIES OF CULTURES 
The origin of the mysterious Polynesian race is still debate-
able. All we know definitely of the Polynesians is that they 
were not native of the soil, but were migrants from another 
land; that they have no relation with the negroid peoples of 
Melanesia nor to date has any conclusive evidence been 
produced that they came from the American continent. We 
do know that in the eastern and western Pacific there 
emerged, possibly earUer than 200 B.C., Stone Age civiUsa-
tions and cultures which developed and flourished. untU the 
arrival of white voyagers in the Pacific in the 17th and early 
18th centuries. The evidence of this is afforded by the 
remains of great ceremonial plazas, temples, fortifications, 
harbour works, and canals, megalithic statues, and artifacts 
of all types. It was a civUisation, or rather a series or con-
geries of independently developing cultures derived from a 
•coinmon ancestral source, but each on its own island world, 
which rivalled and bore some resemblances to that of the 
Mayans, the Incas, and the Aztecs of South America cen-
turies before the coming of the Spanish invader. Like them, 
these Polynesian civUisations flourished, reached their zenith, 
declmed into semi-savagery, and sank into decay to such an 
extent that their ancient grandeurs scarcely survive as tradi-
tions in the memory of the race. Just as 
The lion and the lizard keep , 
The courts where Jamshyd gloried and drank deep, 
so the courts and temples of ancient Polynesia are inhabited 
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ronly by bats and reptiles, and the quarried stones that were 
-once piUars in the great house of a Marquesan noble who 
lived like a feudal baron of European mediaeval times now 
prop up the wall of a native's humble hut: 
"Imperial Caesar, dead and turned to clay. 
Might stop a hole to keep the wind away." 
But archaeological, anthropological, and phUological re-
: search in Polynesia have been tremendously stimulated in 
recent years. There is a great deal of current activity, and 
gradually, amid the confusion of controversy, the lacunae 
which have puzzled scholars for so long are being bridged. 
: Slowly they are groping towards the beginnings of certitude, 
the truth of a very old and fascinating story, the outUnes of 
which I propose to examine tonight. 
The chUdren of Tangaroa, god of the sea, the Polynesian 
Neptune, and their eastward expansion to the islands of the 
Pacific in a series of voyages was the last great migration of 
people into the only remaining unpopulated region of the 
habitable world. 
THE HYPOTHESIS OF ERATOSTHENES 
To diverge for a few moments from the main stream of 
our subject into an intriguing tributary of thought: we may 
conjecture why these ancient voyagers were able to achieve 
such signal feats of navigation and seamanship and to dis-
cover a new world in the Pacific many centuries before the 
mariners of the Western World had ventured beyond the 
Pillars of Hercules and circumnavigated the African con-
tinent. Why did the discovery of the New World and the 
Pacific by the civiUsed nations of the West have to wait untU 
the 14th century? They had the heritage of the hypotheses 
and speculations of the ancient astronomers and geographers. 
Eratosthenes of Cyrene, the myriad-minded keeper of the 
Alexandrian Library under the ninth Ptolemy-Eurgetes^ (or 
Benefactor)—irreverently called Fat Belly by the Alexan-
drian Greeks — Eratosthenes — scholar, poet, critic, geo-
grapher, physiographer, mathematician, inventor, and astro-
nomer—-had pointed the way. He had a vivid sense of new 
contineiits and new worlds to explore. 
He held, according to Strabo, that if the extent of the 
Atlantic Ocean were not an obstacle the voyager could easily 
pass by sea from Iberia, i.e. Spain, to India, stiU keeping in 
the same parallel. The Alexandrian figured the span from 
Iberia westward to India at more than a third of the whole 
circle. We know now that it is twice this. He was misled by 
2. Although, on the evidence of the historian Polybius, Ptolemy IX (B.C. 146-117) 
favoured the native Egyptians, persecuted the Alexandrian Greeks, and drove 
many of them into exile, he was a patron of learning and literature. 
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the estimates of the distance from India to Iberia which were 
traditional, and not by his ideas of the size of the earth. 
The Alexandrian's Geographica stirred a host of commen-
tators and disputants, among them Polybius the historian and 
the great Hipparchus. Almost 300 years later Strabo^ wrote 
a great work that is in effect a commentary on the estimates 
and ideas of his predecessors. Strabo was especiaUy interested 
in the thought of the circumnavigation of the earth and he 
makes the remarkable postulate that in the temperate zone 
there might be two or even more habitable continents — 
especially near the circle of latitude which is drawn through 
Athens and the Atlantic Ocean. 
This was an amazing hypothesis when we consider aU this 
was from four to seven centuries before the Fathers of the 
Church had solemnly decided that the earth could not be 
round because then the people of the Antipodes would be 
hanging by their feet with their heads downward in the air, 
which was manifestly absurd! This idea persisted for many 
centuries. 
NEW CONCEPT OF GEOGRAPHY 
One would have imagined that this new concept of geo-
graphy—this new map of the world—would have wrought a 
tremendous widening of horizons. Means of communication 
then were slow; men did not venture far. The compass was 
unknown to the Greek and Tyrian mariners who crept along 
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, the known terra firma, 
and out through the PiUars of Hercules to Ultima Thule. 
From the ports of Tyre to the Straits of Gibraltar was scarcely 
2,000 miles. The HeUespont and the Euxine carried the map-
maker's stylus scarcely another thousand miles eastward. 
Half this combined distance reached from the mythical bor-
ders of Hyperborea to the fabulous regions of the Upper Nile. 
The known earth was a rectangle of about the size of the 
United States, and the measures of Eratosthenes made this a 
scant fortieth part of the whole surface of the Globe! 
Consider the implications of Eratosthenes' tremendous 
concept: a shorter route to India; two or more new and 
probably habitable continents; only one-fortieth of the Globe 
known—all the rest a field for exploration and conquest! 
3. Strabo's Geography is the most important work on that science which antiquity 
has left us. It follows Eratosthenes who had first laid down a scientific basis for 
geography. Strabo chiefly employed Greek authorities (the Alexandrian geo-
graphers Polybius, Poseidonius, and Theophanes of Mytilene, the companion of 
Pompey), and made comparatively little use of Roman authorities. He probably 
amassed his material in the library of Alexandria so that Greek authorities would 
naturally furnish the great bulk of his collections, and then returned to Rome 
where he perhaps used the chorography of Agrippa, a map of the Roman Empire 
set up in the Porticus Vipsaniae. The limits of the known world practically coin-
cided with the limits of Roman conquest, except that further exploration had 
given some definiteness to former ideas of hither and farther India. 
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Such were the broad and alluring vistas which the pages of 
Eratosthenes opened to the adventurous minds of his age. 
One would have thought that the spirit of the ardent youths of 
that day would have leapt within them to be gone upon the 
•quest. It seems to be fairly certain that the continent of 
Africa had by then been circumnavigated. There was a time 
when at its height the University of Alexandria numbered 
14,000 students. There were one hundred professors. To 
quote Farrington (Greek Science) there were rooms for re-
search, for lectures, and for study; there was an observatory, 
a zoo, a botanical garden, and dissecting rooms. "Such oppor-
tunities for research and scholarship had never existed 
before." The library of Alexandria was, all things considered, 
certainly the most wonderful gathering of books that has ever 
existed—700,000 volumes copied by hand, representing at 
least one hundred times the value of the great libraries of the 
world today. On the wharves of Alexandria—the first city 
of the world after Rome—were exposed the wares of a 
hundred nations. Inheriting the trade of ruined Tyre and 
becoming the centre of the new commerce between Europe 
and Arabian and the Indian East, the city had grown in less 
than a century to be larger than Carthage, destined by the 
genius of Hannibal—the greatest captain of war of aU time— 
to become the powerful and dreaded rival of Rome for the 
mastery of the world.^ To the vast quays and docks in the 
great harbour of Alexandria came the cargoes of corn and 
wheat for the crowded tenements and slums of Rome; the 
Arabian caravan trade in perfume, spices, and incense on its 
way to Greece and the West; amber and pearls from the 
Persian Gulf and ivory from Ethiopia; elephants, lions, 
giraffe, zebras, and other wild beasts from the African jungle 
for the circuses of Rome and Pompeii; tin brought by Phoeni-
cian ships from the mines of north-west Spain or from the 
richer deposits in the Cassiterides, i.e. the Tin Islands, now 
known as the Scilly Isles. There were also trade channels 
through Mesopotamia with India; there was coastal trading 
between Mesopotamia and India by ship; there was believed 
to be a land route from Baluchistan, which is known to have 
been more heavily populated in ancient times than it is today; 
there was a caravan trade inside and probably outside India 
with the Near East; Kashmir and Nilghiri Hills provided rare 
materials; jadeite from Central Asia and gold from Southern 
India; lapizlazuli from Afghanistan, and a green stone from 
Mysore. 
4. Captain Liddell Hart, the notable military historian, judges Hannibal greater 
than Napoleon. Before the end of the third century B.C. Rome had humbled 
Carthage in two long and hard-fought wars. The Third Punic War (149-146 
B.C.) resulted in the destruction of Carthage. 
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NO COLUMBUS PLEADED FOR SHIPS 
Yet, if there was any Columbus to stand before the Court 
of the Ptolemies to plead for ships we have no word. Why-
was there no one to venture out? The unknown must have 
beckoned then as now; the pulses of adventurous young men 
must have throbbed with the same fever of the distant hori-
zon. But they knew then of no strange north-pointing needle 
to guide them over the trackless seas. Perhaps they could not 
credit half of what Eratosthenes taught as being true. The 
revolving cylinders had not yet been so contrived as to repro-
duce his papyrus leaves by many thousands in a single hour 
and spread them through the lands; there were no litho-
graphers to duplicate his curious map. AU that was done by; 
slaves as scribes. 
Books then cost the equivalent of old masters today. Trade-
was despised, and Alexander, immortal in the splendid city he 
had founded, walked among the gods. The Incas and the 
Aztecs might rear their temples in peace for fifty generations • 
more. But at least the earth had been measured. It was no 
longer endless or indefinite; it was now a ball. That was a. 
tremendous stride in human progress. 
But untU weU after the Polynesians came upon the scene,, 
no seamen of the western world had venturecl into the vast 
uncharted waters of the Pacific. We know positively that. 
Polynesian voyagers antedated by many centuries the 
voyagers of Spain and Portugal in the Pacific. Canoes seating, 
up to 100 persons had been evolved by the Polynesian 
voyagers to the finest art of the boat-builder. They could live 
in any sea, sailed safely and quickly with a strong wind full 
abeam—a problem that had baffled Phoenician, Greek, andi 
Roman navigators, and for centuries was a factor in holding, 
up European expansion. 
These early Pacific seafarers made voyages over 20 miUion 
square miles of ocean, which, as Dr. Woods tells us, make 
the Odyssey seem like an incident. They excelled the achieve-
ment of Hanno, the Carthaginian captain who navigated the 
west coast of Africa in 570 B.C. with sixty ships as far south 
as the Bight of Benin and survived strange perils to record an 
account of his voyage on a tablet in the Temple of Moloch. 
at Carthage, as told in the Periplus of Hanno.* 
* The Periplus was, of course, written in the Punic language. The version of it 
which remains is a Greek translation. Hanno had 30,000 people under his commandi" 
in the most grandiose expedition of ancient times. Each ship was rowed by fifty oars. 
Hanno passed through the Straits of Gibraltar, founded a base at Agadir, sighted the 
Cape Verde Islands, and sailed far enough south to see flames of an eruption of 
Mount Cameroon. In that area he encountered what he thought were very hairy men. 
Actually, they were gorillas. They were killed and skinned, and the skins were taken.' 




Polynesian navigators made wind and tide charts with 
grass blades and sticks, had a coconut sextant, and possessed 
considerable astronomical lore as well as an uncanny know-
ledge of the sea and its moods, which enabled them to cope 
successfully with the problems of reef, tide, and typhoon. 
They kept genealogies and remarkable memorised logs of 
pioneer voyages which were handed down from generation to 
generation. 
Some of their great canoes were equipped with as many as 
three masts, had stone anchors, paddles instead of oars, saUs 
made of plaited pandanus mats sewn together in triangular 
form with wooden yards and booms to strengthen the long 
sides of the triangle. Unlike the oars of the Viking longships 
of the grey Atlantic seas, the canoes of the Polynesian 
voyagers were fitted with Ibng-bladed paddles. Oars, as 
Peter H. Buck points out, have the advantage of leverage 
against a rowlock but the disadvantage of forcing the rowers 
to turn their faces towards the wake that lay behind. The 
Polynesian paddlers faced forward towards the impending 
waves and the ever-receding horizon, and they gazed open-
eyed at the ocean vistas that unrolled before them. The 
steering paddle took the place of the rudder and its impor-
tance was so recognised that it was given a personal name. 
Polynesian legends give not only the names of the voyaging 
canoes but also those of the navigator and the steering paddle 
he used. Stone anchors with holes drilled through them to 
take a rope were carried on long sea voyages. During storms 
a bow anchor was dropped overboard to keep the canoe's 
head on to the seas. Light anchors were also dropped to 
indicate the run of the currents. 
USED STARS FOR NAVIGATION 
The outrigger canoes were fast, could lay very close to a 
wind, and were far more manoeuvrable than European ships 
because of their novel method of end-changing rather than 
turning. Very litde is known about the tactics of navigation 
used by the Polynesians, but there is general agreement that 
they used the stars for setting course and bearings. Apart 
from their considerable practical knowledge of astronomy, 
they also had a thorough knowledge of the winds and their 
seasonal cycles. The use of seasonal wind change was, of 
course, not exclusive to the Polynesians. It was also used by 
the Alexandrian Greeks, and later by Roman navigators in 
striking directly across the Indian Ocean from the mouth of 
the Red Sea to the tip of India. The Chinese also used winds 
in their voyages in the Chinese coastal regions and out to the 
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Philippines as well as in their contacts with the coast of East 
Africa. 
In the double canoes two hulls of 70 to 80 feet with a deck 
between were capable of accommodating 60 or more passen-
gers with a cargo of provisions, plants, pigs, and fowls in 
addition to women and chUdren. Some of the war canoes of 
Tahiti, when setting out on a raid, held as many as a hundred 
warriors. A fireplace was provided on the canoes, laid on a 
bed of sand, and firewood was carried along. Water supplies 
were carried in coconut water bottles, gourds, or lengths of 
bamboo. 
On his second voyage to Tahiti Cook saw assembled 150 
large double war canoes, 50 to 90 feet long and each carrying 
50 to 120 men. Double canoes of Fiji and Tonga could hold 
from 200 to 350 men, and a Tongan canoe built in Samoa 
carried 500 to 600 men. Fijian double canoes were equipped 
with steering oars as much as 45ft. in length. Dr. Suggs notes 
that a pair of these giant oars can stUl be seen in the Fiji 
Museum at Suva. These great canoes were completely decked 
over for their entire length and the huUs could be entered 
only by hatches on the platform amidships. The double 
canoes were the biggest vessels the Polynesians possessed. 
Their high carrying capacity and unequaUed seaworthiness 
made them most suitable for long deep water voyages and 
exploration for new lands. 
TRADITION OF BLOND ANCESTORS 
Many indications point to the probable Indo-European 
origin of the Polynesians — their stature, physique, and 
colouring, and the fact that a blond strain persists, coupled 
with their tradition of blond ancestors who came from a land 
where the trees were leafless half the year. 
Mendana's expedition which discovered the Marquesas in 
1595 spoke of white natives with "beautiful flowing hair"; 
that "many of them were very fair," and "ruddy." White skin 
and fair hair were highly esteemed among the Polynesians, 
and on the authority of the Maori scholar Sir Peter Buck was 
regarded by the Maoris as "hair of high chieftainship."^ 
The tradition of a blond ancestor race was widespread in 
Polynesia, as also in Peru and Mexico. It was the old Indian 
belief in the return of Quetzalcoatl that helped Cortes in his 
conquest of Mexico.^ In the legend of the Toltecs, Quetzal-
coatl ("The Plumed Serpent") was despised by his foUowers 
and had to abandon his kingdom. He prophesied before his 
departure that one day he would return; that there would 
For footnotes 5 and 6, see page 274. 
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come men with beards and with their heads covered with 
basins of metal; they would come from the East and over the 
waves of the sea, and they would give Mexico another god. 
When the Spaniards came the prophecy was fulfiUed. Cortes 
posed as Quetzalcoatl himself. Even as late as the sixties of 
last century the tradition of a fair-bearded stranger from 
across the seas was used in an attempt to sway Indian senti-
ment in favour of the ill-fated MaximUian of Austria, the 
blond Emperor of Mexico who fell before the firing squad at 
Queretaro. 
Heyerdahl quotes many references to the Polynesian belief 
in a blond ancestor race from earlier writings, e.g. J. M. 
Brown who records the legend of a golden or reci-haired race 
5. The Marquesas were first sighted by Europeans in 1595 by Pedro de Quiros, sail-
ing master for Alvaro Mendana, who bestowed on them the name Las Marquesas 
de Mendoza after his friend and patron the Viceroy of Peru. Scores of canoes 
crowded with natives and cargoes of coconuts, bananas, bread fruit, pigs and 
fowls put out from shore to welcome the visitors, who were singing the Te Deum 
in celebration of the discovery of the islands. Mendana received the Marquesans 
aboard, accepted their gifts, and then gave the signal for them to be attacked and 
seized. Many were hustled below and manacled in irons, to be carried off as 
slaves. Others who attempted to escape by throwing themselves overboard and 
seeking to regain their canoes were shot as they struggled in the water and their 
canoes were sunk. Later when landing parties went ashore in search of food and 
water, the Marquesans welcomed them by waving green branches in token of 
peace. They were mown down by the Spanish arquebuses. The Marquesans 
retaliated against this monstrous violation of hospitality by attacking the Spaniards 
with spears, war clubs and stones hurled from catapults, but European powder 
and shot were more than a match for the defenders and they were slaughtered in 
hundreds. De Quiros, seemingly the only humane man among the Spaniards, 
besought Mendana to end the wanton carnage, but his entreaties were of no avail. 
In his journal de Quiros wrote: "Such evil deeds are not things to do, nor to 
praise, nor to allow; but to be atoned for." The Spaniards left behind them a 
destroyer far more potent than their arquebuses and cannon—the dread smallpox. 
The Marquesans perished in thousands from this pestilence which swept through 
the islands. The epidemic eventually burnt itself out, but it decimated and vitiated 
a proud warrior race whose racial decline was completed in successive centuries 
by later European contacts. 
6. Metal was not used for weapons, which has been advanced as one of the reasons 
why the Spanish conquistadores, who had crossbows, swords of finest Toledo steel, 
and firearms were able to conquer Mexico so easily with such small forces. Other 
reasons were that many of them rode horses, animals the Indians had never seen, 
and the disunity of the Indian tribes, some of whom allied themselves with the 
Spanish invaders. 
It could be said truly that the Mexicans were betrayed by their own religion. 
By one of the most extraordinary coincidences in history the year 1519, in which 
Cortez landed, was the Mexican year of Ce Acatl in the Aztec calendar. It had 
been foretold that in some unknown future year of Ce Acatl, the traditional 
beneficent hero-Idng (or culture god) of the Aztecs, Quetzalcoatl, would renirn 
and his return would foreshadow widespread calamity. Quetzalcoatl was of fair 
skin with a long white beard and flowing gar.ments of white. As the year 1519 
drew near upon the calendar wheel three blazing comets swept across the sky, the 
waters of the lake at Tollan (Tula), 40 miles north of the present city of Mexico, 
rose without apparent cause, and a strange light appeared in the East. Montezuo-a 
was troubled with presentiments for his empire and sent for the priests who gave 
him only the boding prophecy that some great calamity was at hand. When the 
news came to him that white strangers had landed from the east, he said: "This 
IS Quetzalcoatl returned to Tula!" and on his first interview with Cortez Monte-
zuma addressed hira as their lost ruler. Montezuma was led by his advisers to 
aaopt a fatally hesitating policy towards the invaders. Again, the fact that the 
Aztec fought, not to kiU but to capture, on more than one occasion saved the 
small force of Cortez from annihilation. 
"The sole reason for the failure of the Aztec emperor Montezuma to make use 
of his large fortresses and armies was the confusion in the native mind between 
the Spaniards and the white hierarchy which was the foundation of their own 
religion and history." (Heyerdahl, American Indians In The Pacific ) 
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that came with the conquering immigrants. GiU, writing in 
1876, asserted that the Marquesans, before the first recorded 
visits of Europeans, had known of the existence of a white 
race. 
The natives with whom he discussed the subject had in-
sisted that in ancient times, before the arrival of any Euro-
pean, there were many of their people with very light skin 
and reddish hair. 
DEATH OF A GOD 
There is no doubt that Captain Cook was received by the 
HawaUans and venerated as a god on his visit to the HawaUan 
islands in 1778, and that one of the main reasons why he was 
kUled on his second visit was the natives' discovery that he 
was mortal. On 18 January 1778 Cook's Resolution and her 
sister ship the Discovery arrived off the islands of Oahu and 
Kausi, during Cook's third voyage of the Pacific. Cook was 
received as the god Lono, or Orono, or Rono, whose return 
to his original home had been prophesied by the priests. On 
his first visit aU went well, but after his survey of the west 
coast of North America as far as Icy Cape on the inside of 
Behring Strait, Cook returned to Hawau, anchoring in Keala-
kekua Bay on 17 January 1779. Doubts arose in the minds 
of the natives as to his divine origin when Cook's seameit 
talked of their own white god and king in far off England. 
Monument to Captain Cook, Kealakekua Bay, Sandwich Islands (Hawaii), erected 
near the spot where the great navigator was slain by the natives, 14 February 1779. 
A volume in the Welsby Library, Newstead House. 
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Friction was also caused by the thoughtless destruction for 
firewood of a fence surrounding a temple and some wooden 
images. When the ships on their departure were forced to 
return to the harbour by a storm, suspicion that Cook was 
not what he appeared to be was heightened. The Hawaiiafis 
argued among themselves if he was the god Lono why was he 
not able to master the sea and the wind. The theft of the 
Discovery's cutter precipitated the fatal outbreak. Cook 
landed with a party on Sunday, 14 February 1779, dis-
covered that the natives had broken up the boat to obtain 
the iron from it, and then attempted to seize the Hawaiian 
king or chief as a hostage untU reparation was made. The 
natives set upon hira with sudden fury and he was clubbed 
and stabbed to death at the edge of the water before he could 
be rescued. A groan uttered by Cook was the final convincing 
proof to the natives that he was a mortal man—because gods 
do not groan!^ 
AN AREA OF SUBMERGENCE 
Some early anthropologists have advanced the postulate 
that the islands now known as Polynesia must at one time 
have been much larger and more plentiful. The great thin-
lipped figures with beetUng brows and disdainful faces carved 
and erected upon isolated Easter Island; the extraordinary 
ruins of a vast city at Ponape, a city that might have been the 
centre of a wide-spreading thickly poptilated island empire— 
and not as it is today, the world's most sparsely populated 
island area— l^ed them to infer that Polynesia was an area of 
submergence and Melanesia an area of emergence. Thus, the 
7. An early missionary in the Hawaiian Islands, Mr. Ellis, has recorded that "when 
in the attack made upon Captain Cook, they saw his blood running and heard his 
groans, they said 'No, this is not Rono.' Some, however, after his death, still 
supposed him to be Rono, and expected he would appear again. Some of hia 
bones . . were considered sacred, as part of Rono, and deposited in a heiau (temple) dedicated to Rono, on the opposite side of the island. There religious 
homage was paid to them, and from thence they were annually carried in proces-
sion to several other temples, or borne by the priests around the island, to collect 
the offerings of the people for the support of the worship of the god Rono. The 
bones were preserved in a small basket of wickerwork completely covered over 
with red feathers, which in those days were considered to be the most valuable 
articles the natives possessed." Ellis stated that since the time of his arrival in the 
islands, in company with the deputation from the London Missionary Society in 
1822, every endeavour had been made to learn, though without success, whether 
Cook's bones were still in existence, and where they were kept. All those of 
whom inquiry had been made had uniformly asserted that they were formerly 
Jsept by the priests of Rono, and worshipped . . "whenever we have asked the 
King, or Hevaheva, the chief priest, or any of the chiefs, they have either told us 
ihey were under the care of those who had themselves said they knew nothing 
about them, or that they were now lost. The best conclusion we may form is 
that part of Captain Cook's bones were preserved by the priests, and were con-
sidered sacred by the people probably till the abolition of idolatry in 1819; that, 
at that period they were committed to the secret care of some chief, or deposited 
by the priests who had charge of them, in a cave, unknown to all besides them-
selves. The manner in which they were then disposed of will, it is presumed, 
remain a secret, till the knowledge of it is entirely lost."—From The Three 
Famous Voyages of Captain Cook Round the World. 
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former consists of smaU widely-scattered islands, on which 
are many vestiges of an early culture—stone-age temples, 
carvings, etc.—^populated by a race which retains everywhere 
a close simUarity in speech, customs, and appearance, while 
the latter is an area of large islands with few traces of man's 
early occupancy, sparsely peopled by primitive tribes with 
wide divergencies. This early theory contends that as their 
land decreased the Polynesians migrated further to the west 
and profoundly influenced the physique, customs, and lan-
guage of the negroid Melanesians. Associated with the 
Melanesians is the legend, referred to by Heyerdahl and 
earUer writers, that Melanesians were imported and used by 
the Polynesians as slave labour—that a dark-skinned race, 
the Menehune (the Melanesians?) lived in subjection to the 
Polynesians, "labouring for their masters like the ancient Jews 
laboured for Pharaoh in Egypt"; that Menehune slaves built 
the immense temple platforms of Ulopo and other Polynesian 
structures. 
Professor J. MacmiUan Brown,^ of New Zealand, was the 
celebrated and determined exponent of the theory of sub-
sidence and emergence. He held that the ruins of past cul-
tures scattered on islands over a vast area of the Pacific could 
only be explained as remnants of a vanished empire or 
empires which had disappeared beneath the sea. 
ATLANTIS OF THE PACIFIC? 
In effect, the same fate overtook them as befell the fabled 
Atlantis of the ancient world—the lost continent of the 
Adantic Ocean. Basis of Brown's theory is that important 
land masses inhabited by large populations have disappeared 
from the Pacific; that as the result of volcanic action and 
great earthquakes entire civiUsations have been obliterated 
except for scattered island remnants. Other scholars have 
discounted this theory, but I do not see how it can be lightly 
dismissed. Professor Brown has posed the problem that the 
great ruins on the reefs of Ponape and Kusiae, in the Caro-
lines, cannot be explained without assuming a submerged 
empire with many thousands of people, and away to the 
north-west of it an advanced script of about five dozeri 
characters that Brown discovered on the little island of Uleai 
with its 600 inhabitants argued a highly organised empire in 
the past. 
The strict law of consonantal relationship that held 
amongst the various Polynesian dialects, some of them now 
thousands of mUes separated from one another, could not 
8. J. MacmiUan Brown, Peoples and Problems of the Pacific, London 1927. 
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have been evolved except under conditions of constant, 
almost daily, peaceful intercourse that could be secured only 
by a strong and highly organised government, and Hawaiki, 
the common fatherland of them aU, must now be resting 
deep in the waters of the Pacific. 
EASTER ISLAND THE SACRED CENTRE 
Brown's hypothesis is that this submerged empire lay in the 
great arc of atolls and raised coral reefs that stretch away 
from the Mariannes some 1,400 mUes to the south-west of 
Japan, and away to Easter Island, a little more than 2,000 
miles off the coast of northern ChUe.^  A combination of 
hundreds of megalithic platforms and huge stone statues with 
comparative infertUity suggested that this litfle island was . 
the sacred centre of a submerged and highly fertUe archi-
pelago that surrounded it. So solitary and sterUe an islet so 
far from any other land, with evidence of great surplus wealth 
and labour in sculpture and monuments, and of an imperial 
organisation in inscribed tablets, couW not, in his view, 
explain its anomalies otherwise. 
MANY HYPOTHESES 
Whence came the Polynesian race? There are many varied 
hypotheses, each of which has some basic element of logic, 
some factors of relevant evidence. The various theories and 
hypotheses as to the origin of the Polynesians are fascinating 
even in their most speculative aspects. Claims made by 
Quatrefages and Huxley, and many other scholars in the 
late sixties and early seventies of last century, arguing Mon-
goloid or Negrito descent were disputed by a long list of later 
scholars. Fornander, Fenton, Gill, Tregear, Percy Smith, 
and many other students of Polynesian ethnology and lin-
guistics found Caucasian affinities with the Polynesians. The 
9. In earlier geological epochs a continent may have extended eastward from New 
Guinea to the Tongan Islands and New Zealand, and perhaps north to the 
Mariannes. Immense stretches of the West Pacific contain regular island groups 
and deeps, many irregularly strewn islands, e.g. the Hawaiian Islands, the 
Carolines, the Gilbert Islands, the Samoan Archipelago, the Tuamotu Archi-
pelago, etc. Most of these islands have volcanic cones. The high islands of the 
Marquesas and the Society (Tahitian) groups are types of extinct volcanic islands. 
In the long chain of the Solomon Islands, in the New Hebrides, in the Tongan 
Group, there are still active volcanoes, and Hawaii contains the celebrated active 
crater of Kilauea. Fiji is believed to lie near the edge of this ancient continent, 
and botanical research (Albert C. Smith, Smithsonian Institution Report, 1954) 
has established that the greater proportion of Fijian plants have affinities with the 
plants of Malaysia, and especially those of New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, 
and the New Hebrides. Supporting the hypothesis of land movement in the 
western Pacific, his studies indicated that the last land connections to be sundered 
as the old (Melanesian) continent broke up into its present remnants were those 
along the Fiji, New Hebrides, Solomon Islands chain. Land connections leading 
from Fiji towards New Caledonia and Australia must, he thinks, have been 
iroken much earUer. 
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recently advanced theories of Dr. Suggs'" suggest that there 
are, as Suggs says, both Caucasoid and MongoUan affinities 
in the Polynesian ancestry. 
Abraham Fornander, who had worked in the Hawaiian 
Islands as a judge, was one of the most positive exponents 
of the Caucasian hypothesis." He contended that the Poly-
nesians were of Aryan stock which, however, had affinities 
with a Cushite civiUsation before their exodus from Southern 
Arabia on their long migration, lasting centuries, through 
Asia, via Persia and north-west India, into the Indonesian 
Archipelago, and thence to the Eastern Pacific. 
Cush, you wiU remember, is mentioned in Genesis as the 
eldest son of Ham and the father of Nimrod. The name is 
also used in Scripture for Ethiopia. But the land of Cush, in 
Genesis ii 13, watered by the river Gihon, could hardly have 
been in Africa, and the terms Cush and Cushites have also 
been used of several Asiatic peoples in Southern Arabia on 
the Persian Gulf, in Babylonia (Akkadians) and near Ararat, 
who were aU non-Aryan and non-Semitic. Fornander did 
considerable research into myths of the Eastern Polynesian 
groups and sought to establish parallels with these in Biblical 
legends. 
LINK WITH HEBREW-CHALDEAN LEGENDS 
Among other associations Fornander linked Hawaiian 
myths with Hebrew-Chaldean legends.'^ He deduced from 
legends of Pacific mythology that ancestors of Polynesian 
stock were located in North-West India among Aryan tribes 
centuries before the rise of the Vedic Aryans who were 
scattered in numerous clans over the Punjab and adjoining 
districts west of the Indus. 
10. Robert Carl Suggs, Ph.D., The Island Civilisations of Polynesia and Hidden 
Worlds of Polynesia. In 1956, Dr. Suggs, who has published several papers and 
monographs of both Polynesian and North American archaeology, assisted Dr. H. 
L. Shapiro on the Crane Marquesas Expedition of the American Museum of 
Natural History, the first archaeological excavations of the Marquesas. In 1957-58 
Dr. Siiggs directed the second Marquesas Expedition which resulted in the discovery 
of the first pottery in Eastern Polynesia. The year 1957 was significant in Pacific 
archaeology. Before that year archaeology in Polynesia had been restricted to 
Hawaii and New Zealand, but since then important discoveries have been made 
in Tonga, Samoa, Tahiti, Moorea, Easter Island, Rapa Iti, and Pitcairn. 
11. A. Fornander, An Account of the Polynesian Race, 3 volumes. London 1878. 
12. Harrison, Savage Civilisations, notes that many New Hebridean traits are clearly 
distant relations of culture features with far wider distribution, including ancient 
western civilisations certainly far westward. Some have gone as far as to locate 
the lost tribes of Israel, including one on the island of Efate in the Central New 
Hebrides. W. H. R. Rivers (.the History of Melanesian Society, Cambridge, 1914) 
stated: "There can be little doubt that the importance which I . . . claim for 
Oceania, and especially for Melanesia, as providing a basis for the analysis of 
human culture over a vast part of the earth's surface is the direct result of its 
insular character. It is only through the isolation due to, this character that there 
have been preserved, often apparently in a, wonderfully pure form, samples ot 
cultures which have contributed to the building of some, perhaps all, of the great 
historical civilisations ot the earth." 
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This hypothesis was expanded by C. Percy Smith,i' a New 
Zealander, who suggested that the Proto-Aryans had their 
homeland in Asia in 450 B.C., and settled in North-West 
India, but as the result of quarrels and schisms following the 
religious upheaval caused by the Buddhist reformer Gautama, 
resumed their wanderings and began a great eastward migra-
tion about 65 B.C. in which year they reached Java, then 
known as AVAIKI (compare HAWAIKI, HAWAII). They 
remained here three or four centuries untU they were driven 
out by the invading Indonesians, and fled through Borneo to 
Hawaii, populating Polynesia in three successive generations. 
The list of hypotheses is too long to enumerate in detaU, 
but they include the following: 
That the Polynesians are Caucasian in origin, of Alpine 
stock, who migrated at some date in pre-history and reached 
the shores of the Persian Gulf; that they learned seamanship 
from the Phoenicians, the great navigators of antiquity, whose 
maritime commerce stretched from the Scilly Isles and the 
Baltic in the west to the waters of the eastern seas—and that 
many centuries later the ancestors of the Polynesians resumed 
their wanderings, reaching Sumatra, and thence made their 
way to the islands of the Pacific. 
That the Polynesians are of Aryan origin with traces of 
ancient Phoenician and some South Arabian blood, mixed 
with Mongolian and Malayan influences, and traces of the 
Visayan culture of the Southern Philippines. 
That the ancestors of the Polynesians came from Egypt 
and Babylonia, and possibly from ancient Ur, later moving 
into South-eastern Asia. 
That the Polynesian migration started from the Siam-
Cambodia region of Indo-China—a hypothesis that corres-
ponds to some extent with Suggs who traces their starting 
point to South China. 
AN ARCHAIC CIVILISATION 
The origin and migration of the Polynesian race was the 
subject of a series of papers delivered at the Pan-Pacific 
Science Congress in Melbourne in 1923. Dr. A. C. Haddon, 
of Cambridge University, discussing the migration of peoples 
in the south-west Pacific, traced the Polynesian culturd to an 
archaic civilisation that spread from Indonesia into the 
Pacific. This civilisation was mainly characterised by the 
13. Hawaiki, 1910. See appendix for Myths and Legends of the Polynesians, including 
parallels with Hebrew, Babylonian, and Greek religions and mythological beliefs. 
The old gods of Polynesia, lo the Supreme, Tangaroa, god of the sea, Ra, the 
Sun-god, etc., have their western counterparts in Indo-European civilisation. Some 
writers have found a Semitic origin and meaning in the names of the deities of 
the Pacific Islands. 
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erection of stone monuments of various types, and a sun-
cult; the upper class claimed to be Children of the Sun, and 
the more important were sacred kings; these immigrants 
practised mummification, were horticulturists, and introduced 
irrigation, and many other elements of culture. This civilisa-
tion can be traced to Indonesia, but Haddon is insistent that 
it did not originate there, and he adduces evidence to show 
that we may look to ancient Egypt for its uUimate origin, as 
was argued by W. J. Perry, of London University.i^ Haddon 
recorded that the Rev. Dr. C. E. Fox, a noted missionary, 
had found at San Cristoval, in the Solomons, tombs of the 
shape of a truncated pyramid, with a central vertical shaft 
and a recess at its bottom for a mummified corpse. On the 
top was a dolmen, i.e. a flat stone supported by several 
others, within which was a stone figure, which represented 
the dead man himself. Haddon comments: "The parallelism 
of this to the custom of the ancient Egyptians of the Pyramid 
Age is decidedly uncanny." 
CHILDREN OF THE SUN 
Dolmens, associated with funerary rites, as in India, and 
anciently in Western Europe, occur in the New Hebrides, 
especiaUy Malekula. Perry says that the social organisation 
in Polynesia had dualism as its fundamental form. Where 
ruling famiUes were present, the superior half of the com-
munity was ruled by a sacred chief and the inferior haU by a 
war chief. Early Polynesian communities in Tahiti, Samoa, 
and Fiji possessed the dual organisation, and the sacred 
kings were caUed the Children of the Sun. This remarkable 
family can be traced all the way from Egypt by way of India, 
Indonesia, and Oceania, to America. It is particularly evident 
in the early South American cultures in Peru and Mexico. 
These immigrants brought with them their food plants, 
thereby making habitable many of the island groups of the 
eastern Pacific. There is general unanimity that these food 
plants, such as the taro, the banana, the bread fruit, and 
others were introduced by these migrant peoples and were 
not in fact indigenous to the islands. 
The elements of culture characteristic of the early periods 
of Oceanic history were present in Egypt during the early 
dynasties. A characteristic feature of Egyptian political 
organisation in the dynamic period was the duality which ran 
through all the departments of the State, the result of the 
unification of the country of Upper and Lower Egypt under 
one throne. Other elements of culture characteristic of the 
14. W. J. Perry, The Children of the Sun, London, 1923. 
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archaic civilisation of Oceania, such as the institution of 
sacred and war chiefs whose families intermarried, the build-
ing of pyramids and other stone monuments, and mummifica-
tion point to ancient Egyptian influences. 
ORIGIN IN EGYPT! 
Perry says, in this connection: 
"The laws of probability make it incredible that the 
process of elaboration of this civilisation, due as it was in 
Egypt to several independent causes, could have taken place 
elsewhere. It is therefore legitimate to conclude, in the 
absence of evidence to the contrary, that the archaic civilisa-
tion of Oceania originated in Egypt." 
Perry goes so far as to suggest that Egyptians, or men in 
intimate contact with that country, were cruising about in 
Melanesia, for they left behind them much that was definitely 
characteristic of Egypt in the Pyramid Age, particularly the 
building of stone mastaba tombs,^^ mummification, and so 
forth. He suggests that the motive for the movement outward 
from Egypt can readily be detected. From very early times, 
certainly as soon as the beginning of the First Dynasty in 
3400 B.C., the Pharaohs of Egypt had sent expeditions down 
the Red Sea to the Land of Punt, situated in Southern Arabia, 
and the opposite Somaliland coast to obtain gold, ivory, 
feathers, incense, and slaves. They were therefore setting in 
motion a process that, continued long enough, would cer-
tainly cause expeditions to set out to search the coasts of 
India for valued substances. Developing this line of reason-
ing, Perry pointed out that from southern India to the eastern 
United States there was a continuous succession of settie-
ments with the dual organisation and other characteristic 
elements of the archaic civilisation. 
Our esteemed president. Sir Raphael CUento, in the Anne 
Mackenzie Oration he delivered at the Institute of Anatomy, 
Canberra, on 1 March 1933, on The Conquest of Climate 
stated that in the Torres Straits, "by some dim chance, Egyp-
tians had left the detaUed processes of mummification as 
used in Egypt in the 21st Dynasty, to be the burial practice 
of a savage native tribe on Darnley Island." 
It is arguable as to how far Perry's hypothetical voyages 
of Egyptian navigators into the Pacific were motivated by the 
quest for gold and other treasures. It is, I think, extremely 
doubtful that the search for gold and pearls would be . a 
15. Mastaba, in Egyptian architecture, a rectangular cut stone tomb, with raking sides 
and a flat roof, usually containing three chambers. 
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sufficiently potent force to set in train a great migratory 
movement. Any such motivation is far more likely to have 
an economic basis, and be the result of population pressures 
•caused by invasion and war. We have no evidence in recorded 
history of any great migratory movement from Egypt to 
other lands—^with the notable exception of the Israelites. 
EGYPTIAN EXPEDITIONS 
But there certainly were many expeditions of discovery. 
Sir Raphael has given us the clue to these Egyptian expedi-
tions. In the oration to which I have previously referred he 
teUs us that "the ancient Pharaohs took advantage of their 
foreign expeditions to introduce exotic plants into Egypt, and 
were so well aware of the glory due to men who bettered or 
outwitted Nature that they took to themselves for so doing 
titles of honour, that we may still read inscribed on their 
ancient monuments. 
"By systematic and studied acclimatisation they collected 
within their country from Western Asia an enormous quan-
tity of plants for food, for industry, and for pleasure, and 
distributed them, moreover, to all their allies and neigh-
hours." "These included the olive, the vine, the oleander, 
the cypress, the plane tree, the lemon, the orange, the 
almond, the peach, and the mulberry. The olive, foreign to 
both Italy and Africa, until two centuries after the foundation 
of Rome, had been naturalised there so successfully that it 
became the commonest of fruits and was carried 'with pain-
ful care into Spain and Gaul' (Gibbon). Flax, too, was 
transported to Gaul from Egypt and enriched the whole 
•country, and the use of artificial grasses, including, in par-
ticular, lucerne (which came originally from Media, in Asia 
Minor), became a familiar boon to European farmers." 
It was the Egyptians who invented leaven or yeast, passing 
their knowledge on to Europe through Crete. The paste of 
water, flour, and leaven was at first kneaded in Egypt as 
grapes were pressed—with the feet. Herodotus speaks won-
deringly of a people who "knead dough with their feet and 
clay with their hands." (11:78) 
Benjamin Farrington, in his Survey of Greek Science, 
points out that the Greeks owed to the older civilisations not 
-only techniques but a considerable body of scientific know-
ledge, and he refers in this connection to the mediciine and 
surgery of the Egyptians, - as revealed in the Edwin Smith 
l)apyrus; the Egyptian calendar, which has been called the 
•only intelligent calendar in human history; and the highly 
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developed systems of weights and measures in use both 
among the Egyptians and Babylonians.'^ 
Rostovtzeff, in his Hellenistic World, shows how the 
Greeks failed to achieve decisive progress in techniques and 
how this influenced the lack of progress in the society of the 
age. He discusses, for example, the failure to acclunatise 
plants and animals, the failure to use the Mesopotamian oil-
fields and the Dead Sea bitumen, the absence of technical 
advances in agricukure and metaUurgy, the failure to devise 
any improvement in methods of extracting mineral ores other 
than forced labour in ever larger quantities, the arrest of the 
textile industry at a pre-HeUenistic level. 
MIGRATION ZONES 
The late Professor Griffith Taylor who, many years ago 
was head of the Department of Geography at Sydney Univer-
sity, drew attention in a paper on Migration Zones around 
the Pacific to some of the geographical factors which have 
affected the ethnology of the Pacific lands.* He referred to the 
affinities of the Amerinds, Polynesians, Melanesians and East 
Asiatics with the West Europeans. Asia was the chief locus 
of evollition. It was the centre of the land areas, and the 
other three continents—Africa, AustraUa, and America— 
were merely peninsulas extending from the Asiatic land mass. 
He suggested that if Europe was linked with Africa, Indonesia. 
with Australia, and North America with South America, 
there was a most remarkable arrangement of ethnic zones 
which appeared to be of profound significance. His thesis^ 
accompanied by a chart of migration zones around central 
Asia, based on cephalic index, substituted a zonal arrange-
ment of peoples for the accepted groupings in continents. He 
found among other things that the Polynesian peoples were 
more closely allied to the European peoples than to the^  
negroid or so-caUed Mongolian folk. 
INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE 
Taylor endeavoured to show that climatic change was the 
great stimulus which had led not only to man's evolution but 
16. "To us, the Golden Age of Greece, as the source and origin of our own intel-
lectual ascendency, is the beginning of civilisation; as a matter of fact, it was. 
the end product of all the mighty civilisations that had gone before it, not a few 
of which had transcended it, including that ancient Egypt that could declare 
to Solon that the Greeks, in their heyday, were "mere children, loud-mouthed and 
vain, with no knowledge of the past"; including the civilisation of India; and: 
including those great empires that had repeatedly arisen in Asia Minor." R. W. 
Cilento, The Conquest of Climate, Anne Mackenzie Oration, Institute of Anatomy .^ 
Canberra, 1 March 1933. 
The Greeks failed to find a better basis than slavery for their society, so that; 
their science, with the rest of their civilisation, was, as J. G. Crowther (The-
Social Relations of Science) reminds us, like a hunchback with a beautiful face. 
* Pan-Pacific Science Congress, Melb. 1923. 
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also to his early migrations over the world. A great period of 
desiccation in Central Asia acted most disastrously on the 
ancient cradle of the race, and Taylor was inclined to think 
that it sundered the last developed races—the Alpine-Altaic-
Chinese group—and drove them apart long before they in 
their turn pressed irresistibly on their enemies on their outer 
flanks. The result was that the zones of peoples in eastern 
Asia were shattered. Many were driven to the coasts and 
annihilated. Many more were incorporated, as was obvious 
in the ethnology of the Southern Chinese. Many took to their 
crude vessels and sailed away to the east, where some found 
refuge in the Indonesian and Polynesian Islands. Perhaps, 
the greatest number foUowed the old corridor across the 
Behring "isthmus" and so populated America. No doubt 
some of the earlier Amerinds had reached the New World 
before, but the later and higher types of Amerind were, he 
thought, so closely akin to the Polynesians and Indonesians 
that a common period of migration from their old homelands 
in the interior of Asia could be safely deduced. This hypo-
thesis closely coincides with the most recent conclusion of 
Dr. Suggs, who suggests that the ancestors of the Polynesians 
migrated from South China. 
CONFLICTING HYPOTHESES 
It is now time to examine the conflicting theories of Heyer-
dahl'^  and Suggs. Heyerdahl's hypothesis briefly is that 
America rather than Asia has contributed to the direct settling 
of Polynesia. He claims that the Polynesians are basically 
American Indians who voyaged to Polynesia in two separate 
movements at an early period from the American mainland; 
that the original island discoverers, a group of Peruvian 
Indians from pre-Inca Peru, came by balsa rafts, drifting 
directly into the islands of the Pacific with the trade wind and 
the rapid ocean current from Peru, paused for a time at 
Easter Island, and later moved on westward through the 
Marquesas and the Society Islands to the western boundary 
of Polynesia; that this group belonged to a pre-Inca civilisa-
tion with its centre near Lake Titicaca and along the Peruvian 
coast below; that there was a later migration by another group 
of Indians from the coast of British Columbia, which forsook 
their high trees and totem poles and paddled to Hawau in 
dug-out canoes, graduaUy filtering into the southern islands 
of the Polynesian triangle and mingling with the pre-Inca 
Peruvians who were already dweUing in the area; that this 
second migration occurred about 1000 B.C., and that the 
17. Thor Heyerdahl, American Indians In The Pacific, The Kon Tiki Expedition, 
Aku Aku. 
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descendants of this second group dominate the present Poly-
nesian race. 
Heyerdahl accumulated extraordinarily detailed data on 
native life and culture, customs, and traditions in the Pacific 
Island world as weU as in aboriginal America, and adduced 
evidence, sufficiently impressive to the layman, of striking 
similarities between the peoples of the two regions. He 
showed, for example, remarkable affinities between the 
Indians of the coast of British Columbia and the natives of 
the Hawaiian Islands.'^ Pointers to a close relationship were 
provided by a comparison of stature, colour, features,, 
craniology, blood groups, tools, and implements, etc. He 
examined the evidence of Caucasian-like elements both in 
Polynesia and in pre-Inca Peru; the legends and records of a 
"white and bearded" people from Lake Titicaca who sailed 
away into the Pacific; the evidence provided by local mum-
mies for the early existence of Caucasian-type peoples in 
South America; the statues and cult sites of Peru, Easter 
Island, and Polynesia. He adduced a wealth of botanical 
evidence for the sea route from Peru to the islands; refers 
at length to the records of aboriginal Peruvian navigation in 
the east Pacific; and gives an extraordinarily long Ust of 
analogies between the cultural products and customs of the 
two regions, and the no less remarkable simUarity of their 
mythology. 
"THE KON-TIKl MYTH" 
Heyerdahl makes his hypothesis extremely plausible,, 
colourful, and reasonably convincing to the lay mind. Unfor-
tunately the cold light of scientific inquiry cast upon it by 
skiUed and dedicated anthropologists has thrown serious 
doubts upon its accuracy. It has been condemned as unten-
able by a number of authorities, and Dr. Suggs in particular 
18. For example, the functions and qualities of the medicine man were exactly the~ 
same in both areas. Goddard (1924) refers to the fire walking of the medicine 
men among the north-west Indians. The same exploits were performed in Poly-
nesia by local medicine men until comparatively recent times. Fire-walking cere-
monies were witnessed by European settlers and missionaries in the Marquesas 
until these were prohibited by the French Government some years ago. Tabu 
was a feature of social organisation common to both areas. Nose rubbing was an 
ancient north-west Indian form of salutation. It is universal also in New Zealand 
and throughout the islands of Polynesia. 
However, fire-walking is a religious ceremony common to many races, and 
widespread in all ages. It survives in Trinidad, the Fiji Islands, India, the Straits 
Settlements, Mauritius, and Japan. The details of its ritual and its objects vary 
in different lands, but the essential feature of the rite, the passing of priests, 
fakirs, and devotees barefoot over heated stones or smouldering ashes, is always 
the same. Fire-walking was usually associated with the spring festivals and was 
believed to ensure a bountiful harvest. Tabu is not only prevalent in the Pacific 
Islands; it also occurs in Africa, in India, among the Torres Strait Islanders, in 
Melanesia, and also among the Australian aborigines. Sir James Fraser has., 
collected in The Golden Bough evidence of the tabus with which the semi-divine 
Potentates, chiefs, and priest-kings of primitive communities are surrounded. 
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ridicules the hypothesis, completely dismissing what he 
describes as "the Kon-Tiki Myth!" 
It is not possible in this paper to discuss in detaU the con-
flicting hypotheses of Heyerdahl and Suggs, but I wUl briefly 
indicate the major points of criticism offered by Dr. Suggs. 
His criticisms of the Kon-Tiki theory can be summarised 
as follows: 
It neglects scientific observation and facts, the most signi-
ficant of which are the prevailing south-easterly winds and 
currents in Polynesia; the remote possibiUty of the Peruvian 
origin of the sweet potato which is unconditionally accepted 
by Heyerdahl;'^ and the alleged similarity of Polynesian and 
Peruvian blood type distribution. 
Heyerdahl adduced a large number of cultural "resem-
blances" between the cultures of Peru and Polynesia which 
he claims as evidence that the Polynesians are actually 
American Indians. Suggs admits that a few of these resem-
blances actually do exist, but they are non-significant and 
generally involve traits found all over the world. Other 
causes of this simUarity may also be due to the fact that both 
the Polynesian and the American Indians are of Asiatic 
origin, although the earliest Indians in the New World may 
have departed from Asia to cross the Behring Straits as many 
as 25,000 years ago.^ ° 
Speaking of the Polynesian watercraft in an attempt to 
prove that the Polynesians used rafts instead of canoes, 
Heyerdahl says: "The Tahitian name for a raft ship was 
pahi." Actually, however, Suggs tells us, the Tahitians had 
19. Heyerdahl claims that the sweet potato came from Peru because the Quechuan (Peruvian Indian) word for sweet potato is Kumara, while the Polynesian sweet 
potato is caUed Umara (Tahiti), Kuma'a (Marquesas), Kumula (Fiji), Umala (Samoa). Heyerdahl puts this forward as proof that sweet potatoes originated in 
the home of the Peruvian Indians and were carried by them to Polynesia. Dr. 
Suggs contends that this is similar to maintaining that coca-cola originated in 
Arabia because Arabians now use the word. The word Kumara and related forms 
is found in all Polynesian languages indicating it was part of their language 
before the Polynesians dispersed so widely. It is found in only one language in 
Peru however, which indicates in Suggs' view that it was probably an introduc-
tion. Therefore its probable source is Africa or South Asia. 
20. Glen W. Blaydes, Department of Botany and Plant Pathology, Ohio State Univer-
sity, in a presidential address delivered at the annual meeting of the Ohio 
Academy of Science at the Ohio State University, Columbus, 24 April 1953, on 
the Romance of Domesticated Plants said that as the primitive hunters populated 
the continent of their origin, some groups migrated to other continents when 
opportunities arose. A land bridge once existed from Africa across Sicily to 
Italy, over which plants and animals, including early man, probably migrated. 
Owing to the vast accumulation of water in the form of glacial ice, sea levels 
were lowered to such an extent that land connections were possible between 
Siberia and North America in the area of Bering Strait. Bands of Asiatic hunters 
entered Alaska by this route, eventually populating both North and South 
America. The most direct route would cover more than 5,000 miles from the 
Arctic through tropical climates, establishing a great number of primitive cultures, 
eventually leading to the establishment of the classic civilisations of the Incas, 
Slayas, and Aztecs, within a period of about 15,000 years. "Though fantastic, 
this is based on the best inferences of archaeologists and geologists."—.innwa/ 
Report Smithsonian Institution, 1954, p. 324. 
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no raft ships, as a matter of record, and the word Pahi really 
means "double canoe" and has also been appUed in modern 
times to the European type of ships. 
Suggs asserts that Heyerdahl did not prove by his Kon Tiki 
voyage that Peruvian Indians could have reached Polynesia 
on such rafts. The Kon Tiki raft was a type of craft 
developed by the Peruvians after the Spanish brought the use 
of saU to them. Although the Peruvians did use rafts on 
voyages off their coast long before the white man ever came, 
such rafts did not use saUs, but were propelled by paddles. 
He states categorically that sailing rafts of the Kon Tiki type 
were never used by prehistoric Indians. Furthermore, the 
Peruvian Indians, whether using sails or paddles, or just 
drifting, never had the benefits of canned foods, modern solar 
stUls to make drinking water from the sea, radio, maps, and 
navigation instruments, and a knowledge of where they were 
going. 
He contends that all the Kon Tiki expedition proved was 
that by using a modern post-European contact type of saihng 
raft with navigation aids and modern survivor equipment 
men could survive a 101-day voyage between Peru and 
Polynesia.^' 
PERUVIAN-POLYNESIAN HERO GODS 
According to Heyerdahl, the culture of the Peruvian 
settlers was that of an epoch known to South American 
archaeologists as the Tiahuanaco Period.^ ^ 
The Tiahuanaco culture, however, Suggs points out, rose 
in the high hills of Bolivia near Lake Titicaca in approxi-
mately 750 A.D. Thus, Suggs comments ironically, the Peru-
21. Most recent critic of the Kon Tiki theory is the American raft-drifter William 
Willis, aged 70. Willis set out from Ecuador on 4 July 1963 en route to Sydney 
and beached his steel raft six miles from Apia after a 130-day drift on 13 
November. He dismissed the theory of the migration of Polynesians from South 
America to the Pacific Islands by an ocean drift as "absolute nonsense." No 
family, he said, could survive the hell of such a trip and to say many people 
made the trip was ridiculous. 
22. It is known that other civilisations preceded that of the Incas to which they 
superadded their organisation of government. Megalithic building was charac-
teristic of this early age in the high country and the pre-Inca buildings in Cuzco. 
The triple rampart of Sacsahuaman and the fortress of OUantaitambo—two of 
the most celebrated early architectural sites—^belong to this cultural period. The 
large blocks were keyed in to their neighbours by means of re-entrant angles; 
each block was sculptured to fit a definite position in the architectural scheme. 
The surviving examples of this early megalithic masonry represent one of the 
finest achievements of a Stone Age culture. J. MacmiUan Brown (The Riddle of 
the Pacific, London, 1924) has commented that the cyclopean work of some of 
the burial platforms on Easter Island is exacUy the same as that of Cuzco and 
the adjacent region of the Andes. Heyerdahl also found South American affinities 
with Easter Island, but Suggs and other archaeologists have disputed this. Suggs 
states: "The statues of Easter Island and Tiahuanaco are both of stone, but this 
is not very significant. As to the buildings of Tiahuanaco, they do not resemble 
in the least the Easter Island ahu, which are puny by comparison with the 
immense rectangular Akapena on Lake Titicaca and its huge neatly carved mono-
liths held together with poured copper cleats." 
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vians arriving at Easter Island brought the Tiahuanaco cul-
ture some 400 years before it even existed—"a great feat 
even for the fabulous Peruvians." 
"What was even more astonishing, however, was the fact 
that these Peruvians brought with them the technique of 
building masonry waUs which did not appear in Peru untU 
even later—in approximately 1500 A.D.!" 
The migration which carried the paradoxically non-Tia-
huanaco group of Tiahuanaco Indians to Easter Island was 
supposedly led by the hero-god Viracocha, to whose name 
Heyerdahl prefixed the title Kon Tiki.^^ Viracocha was an 
Inca deity who dates back in Peru, probably to 750 A.D., 
but who rose to importance only when the Inca Empire 
developed after 1500 A.D. There is, Suggs suggests, no 
evidence that he was a real living person, any more than 
ApoUo or Zeus were beUeved to be real. This contrasts with 
the statements of Heyerdahl and Buck that Viracocha Con-
Tiki (Polynesian Kon-Tiki) was an individual human per-
sonality. 
The most devastating criticism of the Kon Tiki theory is 
contained in Suggs' statement: "Heyerdahl's Peruvians must 
have avaUed themselves of the classic device of science fic-
tion—the Time Machine—for they show up in Easter Island 
in 380 A.D., led by a post-A.D. 750 Inca god-hero with a 
750 A.D. Tiahuanaco material culture, featuring 1500 A.D. 
Inca waUs, and not one thing characteristic of the Tiahuanaco 
period in Peru and Bolivia. This is equivalent to saying that 
America was discovered in the last days of the Roman 
Empire by King Henry VIII who brought the Ford Falcon 
to the benighted aborigines." 
NEW PICTURE OF POLYNESIA 
Recent research in the Marquesas has upset many precon-
ceived notions of the approximate period of Polynesian 
23. Viracocha (or Uiracocha) was associated with rain and thunder and therefore 
with fertility and creation. His worship persisted in Inca times and he was 
especially associated with the southern tribes of the Inca Empire. Heyerdahl's 
hypothesis, supported by references and analogies, is that the early Peruvian 
culture-hero, Con-Tiki of Peru, is identical with the Kon Tiki, the name borne 
by a deity or demi-god well known to all the people throughout the islands of 
Polynesia. He quotes in support the conclusion of Buck (P. H. Buck, The 
Coming of the Maori, Wellington, N.Z., 1949): "Tiki was regarded as a definite 
individual who was the first man in various parts of Polynesia, including the 
Society Islands and Hawaii. The persistence of the same concept among some of 
the Maori tribes shows that it was carried to New Zealand from Central 
Polynesia." 
Viracocha, the bearded white culture-hero of the Peruvians, was identical with Quetzalcoatl, the bearded white legendary culture-god of the Aztecs, and the 
Toltecs. According to a Toltec legend, Quetzalcoatl was a fair-skinned hero or 
demi-god who disappeared across the sea, promising to return at a future date. 
The principal reason why the Spanish invaders were able to overthrow the Aztecs 
was that Cortes was identified with Quetzalcoatl, in fulfilment of the ancient 
prophecy. SimUarly, Pizarro's conquest of Peru was made easier because the 
Incas believed he was the returning Viracocha. 
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migrations. Many authorities were positive that the islands 
of Polynesia were of relatively recent settlement—that Raia-
tea in the Society Group was not settled until about 500 
A.D., and that HawaU, the Marquesas, Easter Island, New 
Zealand and the Cook Islands, Samoa, and Tonga were 
settled even later. Since 1956, archaeologists who have been 
busy with their spades at Easter Island, Rapa, Pitcairn, the 
Marquesas, Tonga, Samoa, Mangareva, Tahiti, and Moorea 
have outlined a completely new picture of the history of 
Polynesia. 
Using the recently developed radio carbon dating technique 
archaeologists have discovered that the settlement of Poly-
nesia is very much older than had been previously thought 
by the best authorities, including the late Peter Buck. Dr. 
Suggs, by means of radio carbon dating, has established the 
highly significant fact that the Marquesas, on the eastern 
border of Polynesia, about 9 deg. south of the Equator, and 
some 4,000 mUes due west of the Ecuadorian coast of South 
America, had been inhabited as far back as 120 B.C. or 
even earlier! The most ancient site that Dr. Suggs uncovered 
was at Ha'atuatua, on Nukuhiva, which has now been proved 
to be not only the earliest known settlement in the Marquesas 
but also the earliest yet discovered in any part of Polynesia. 
"Thanks to the ancient camp fires of Ha'atuatua and their 
rich black charcoal we know that the Marquesas were 
occupied by the second century B.C. and that therefore the 
Western Polynesian islands must have been inhabited even 
earUer." 
Dr. Suggs believes that several centuries after the early 
Marquesans had settied Nukuhiva, Hiva Oa, and other 
islands in the Marquesan Archipelago they probably decided 
to seek new lands, "ever pushing into the rising sun." One 
group of migrants probably occupied Easter Island around 
350 to 400 A.D., a notion that was also held by the French 
ethnologist, Dr. Alfred Metraux, and the German ethnolo-
gist Dr. Thomas Barthel, who are both notable authorities on 
Easter Island. 
THE MYSTERY OF PITCAIRN ISLAND 
Pitcairn Island, famous as the home of the descendants of 
the Bounty mutineers (lat. 45° 4'S and long. 130° 19'W) 
was discovered uninhabited by Carteret in 1767. Pitcairn 
was the name of the midshipman who first observed it. 
There is evidence that Polynesians either inhabited or visited 
Pitcairn before the arrival of the Bounty mutineers. The 
mutineers found stone adzes and the remains of huts were 
still visible. Two ahu structures were intact with large red 
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tufa statues on the platforms. These ahu and other statues 
were subsequenfly destroyed but some remnants still 
remained in 1914, enabUng Mrs. C. Scoresby Routledge 
(The Mystery of Easter Island, London, 1920) to reconstruct 
the condition of one of the ahu. Mrs. Routledge led a British 
Museum Expedition to Easter Island in 1914. This recon-
struction was later verified by H. Lavachery in 1934. The 
evidence indicated that the reconstructed ahu was a smaller 
replica of the Easter Island image ahu with a sloped inner 
facade twelve metres long. Dr. Suggs puts forward the hypo-
thesis that the original settlers could have been refugees from 
Easter Island. 
A New Zealand expedition wUl try to find the answers to 
the questions "What happened to the early Polynesians of 
Pitcairn Island? Where did they come from? Where did they 
go to? When did they live there?" A six-man expedition 
headed by Mr. Peter Gathercole, of the Anthropology 
Department of the University of Otago, wUl spend seven 
weeks on lonely Pitcairn as part of the Pan-Pacific archaeo-
logical research programme. A statue from Easter Island, a 
torso with arms and fingers, is now in the Otago Museum in 
Dunedin. It is about the same size of some found on Easter 
Island by Thor Heyerdahl in 1955-56. Mr. Gathercole has 
stated that previous expeditions also recorded rock engrav-
ings depicting birds, animals, and men. The New Zealand 
expedition hopes to find out how the Polynesians quarried 
rock and processed it and the type of tools they made from 
it. The New Zealand expedition wiU work under the direc-
tion of Dr. K. P. Emory, of the Bernice P. Bishop Museum, 
Honolulu, who is principal investigator of the current Pan-
Pacific research programme. 
THE MARQUESAN CULTURE 
The outiine Dr. Suggs has given of Marquesan history 
spans the years from the second century B.C. to A.D. 1958, 
through the rise, decline, and near-obliteration by European 
contacts of a vital culture. This story of the Marquesans is 
what Dr. Suggs appropriately caUs a sub-plot in one of the 
greatest dramas of human history—the migration of the 
Polynesians. Until now, he says, Utfle has been known of this 
great achievement, but gradually we begin to see the ability, 
the energy, and the courage that drove these brown naviga-
tors across the broad Pacific at a time when the great civiUsa-
tions of the Mediterranean world were afraid to venture 
beyond sight of land. Suggs predicates a population explosion 
in Marquesan culture about 1100. A.D., marking the begin-
292 
ning of what he calls the Expansion Period which lasted untU 
1400 A.D. 
At the end of the expansion period the Marquesan culture 
bloomed rapidly into the colourful pageant that greeted the 
eyes of the first European explorers. This period, lasting untU 
the arrival of the whites, is known as the classic period, for 
it, Suggs states positively, represented the fuU development 
of Marquesan culture. Huge ceremonial plazas were built 
through the combined efforts of entire tribes working for 
months under the watchful eyes of the chiefs and priests, 
carrying earth and dragging huge stones. Megalithic archi-
tecture was the hallmark of this period, as massive stone 
buUdings sprang up everywhere throughout the deep valleys. 
The red tuff statues and the great oblong slabs used in build-
ing were the last development in Marquesan art and architec-
ture before the coming of the whites. The warfare of the 
expansion period intensified itself during the classic period. 
With the advent of the European there was a melancholy 
decline. The seeds of destruction planted by European visi-
tors brought about the collapse of the native culture "within 
a century and virtual death to a way of Ufe that had 
been followed for 2,000 years and more—a way of life that 
had sustained the Marquesans in their search for their present 
island home, and had helped them found one of the most 
fascinating cultures of Polynesia." 
"This way of life," Suggs comments pungently, "was 
adequate for aU their needs but alas! was anathema to their 
Christian conquerors and was therefore doomed to die." 
MIGRATION FROM SOUTH CHINA 
Dr. Suggs finds in the Polynesian race Caucasoid, negroid, 
and Mongoloid race elements, which he says intermingled in 
the coastal area of South China. He suggests that these 
population elements were disturbed and forced out by the 
pressure of the expanding Hoang-Ho-Shang Bronze Age cul-
ture which resulted in the rise of the Chinese Empire about 
1800 B.C. This, you wUl note, coincides to some extent with 
the hypothesis advanced by Professor Griffith Taylor about 
forty years earlier, and previously mentioned in this paper. 
It is Suggs' view that the data of linguistics, physical 
anthropology, ethnology, archaeology, botany, and zoology 
unanimously point towards the South China and Indo-China 
coastal regions as the place of origin of the ethnic stock from 
which the Polynesians as known today ultimately diverged. 
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MAIN ROUTE THROUGH PHILIPPINES 
The Malayo-Polynesians passed from the mainland of 
Asia, probing deeper into the Pacific. The archaeological 
records of the islands of the Western Pacific indicate that 
the main route followed by the Malayo-Polynesians was 
through the Philippine Islands and then south into Melanesia 
and Papua. By 1000 A.D. at a minimum the Melanesian 
islands of Fiji and New Caledonia on the fringe of the Poly-
nesian triangle were occupied by the Malayo-Polynesians. 
The Marquesas were settled by the second century B.C. and 
Tahiti was undoubtedly settled by approximately the same 
date, if not somewhat earlier. From these two major "seed-
ings" within the eastern half of the Polynesian triangle the 
occupation of the other islands in that area was accompUshed. 
By 100 A.D. colonisation parties had crossed the 2,200-mile 
stretch of open sea between Tahiti and Hawaii. Others 
reached New Zealand far to the south-west at the end of the 
first miUennium A.D.^ ^ StiU others discovered the Austral 
Islands and settled the western Tuamotu Archipelago. Suggs 
beUeves that this process of island jumping along the major 
archipelagoes of eastern Polynesia was probably stUl going on 
when the Europeans sailed into the Pacific from the west 
coast of South America in the 16th century. 
THE MYSTERY OF EASTER ISLAND 
Much controversy has occurred over the origin and history 
of the Easter Island statues,^^ and particularly over a remark-
able ideographic script discovered in 1864 engraved on 
wooden tablets. Earlier anthropologists and archaeologists 
had referred the Easter Island statues to the cultured ancient 
civiUsations of South America—the Incas, the Aztecs, and 
24. Dr. Suggs asserts that New Zealand was discovered and settled by an expedition 
from eastern Polynesia, probably from the Society Islands group. These were the 
original Moa hunters. After the initial occupation of New Zealand a few cen-
turies elapsed, but irregular contacts from Tahiti culminated in a major migration 
from Tahiti called the Great Fleet which supposedly occurred in 1350 A.D. From 
this migration the modern Maoris traced their ancestry reckoning from family 
trees, and from the occupants of various canoes which supposedly composed the 
fleet. 
25. Easter Island is 2,000 miles from the coast of Chile and 1,100 miles from Pit-
cairn. Discovered by the Dutch navigator Roggeveen on Easter Day 1722, and 
visited in 1773 by Cook, it is 47 sq. miles in area, and is entirely volcanic, with 
many extinct craters rising more than 1,000ft. The enormous stone statues, 
capped by crowns of red tufa, range from 4ft. to 37ft. in height, and stand on 
seaward platforms known as ahu, 200 to 300 feet long, of cyclopean masonry. 
The stone remains, in addition to the statues, include nearly 100 stone houses 
with waUs 5ft. thick and interiors bearing paintings of birds and animals; semi-
pyramidal cairns, circular towers, cisterns, rock carvings, adzes and chisels, 
obsidian spearheads, and fish-hooks. The means of transporting the larger images, 
the heaviest weighing about 50 tons, from the quarry, the crater of the volcano 
Rana Raraka, have never been saUsfactorily explained. One theory is that they 
were dragged into position with ropes made from the native hemp and hibiscus 
fibre; and that round pebbles were placed underneath to serve as roUers. 
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the Toltecs. Heyerdahl also fits them in with his pre-Inca 
migration theory, but Dr. Suggs disputes that there is any 
resemblance between the Easter Island colossi and early 
South American megalithic monuments. The features of the 
Easter Island statues have been stated by earlier scholars to 
resemble the Bolivian Aymaras, though others have recog-
nised a Papuan cast in the specimens at the British Museum. 
SkuUs of a Papuan type have also been found on Easter 
Island, but it has been conjectured that if these monuments 
were erected by more primitive types such as the Papuans it 
must have been under the direction of buUders such as the 
Hindu missionaries who raised the stupendous temples of 
Java and Indo-China by training Malay and Cambodian 
craftsmen for the work. 
An old sketch of the mysterious stone statues of Easter Island. Reproduced from 
The Three Famous Voyages of Captain Cook Round the World, a volume in the 
Welsby Library, Newstead House. 
In 1938 a French scholar, Guillaume de Hevesy,^ ^ caused 
a stir by advancing the hypothesis that a parallel existed 
between the script of Indus Valley seals found in the buried 
city of Mohenjodaro and the Easter Island tablets. The 
26. Les Malayo-Polynesians en Amerique. 
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civiUsation of Mohenjodaro" flourished about 2000 B.C. in 
inland north-west India—12,000 mUes distant from Easter 
Island. Hevesy has been supported by Langdon, Hemi-
Seldern, Ross, Paul Rivert, Stephen Chauvet,^ ^ and T. Harris-
son,29 the latter associating the bird-cult figures of Easter 
Island with the quest of Polynesian voyagers of the sacred 
kura,^" from the red feathers of which were made the feather 
cloaks of Polynesian chiefs. 
This theory has, however, been strongly opposed by the 
noted Belgian scholar A. Metraux^' who denies that there is 
a single feature of the cuUure of the early Indus Valley 
centres—Mohenjodaro and Harappa—which points to a pos-
sible connection with Polynesia. He mentioned that the Indus 
VaUey seals had been found as far off as Mesopotamia, sug-
gesting that relations existed at least thus far west as early as 
the third millennium B.C. 
New light has been thrown on the mysterious Easter Island 
"rongo rongo" script by Dr. Thomas Barthel of the Univer-
sity of Tiiburgen. He asserts that it is a structural system and 
beUeves that it is not a unique development on Easter Island, 
but is part of an original Polynesian heritage lost elsewhere 
in Eastern Polynesia. There are scattered cryptic references 
to such a script existing in the Marquesas and also in Tahiti. 
The movement outward into the Pacific from the coast of 
Asia probably began, according to Suggs' calculations, about 
1700 B.C. or even earlier. The ancestors of the Polynesians 
did not leave on large scale voyages across great spans of 
27. Here in the Indus Valley was a developed city life in every way comparable in 
quality with anything in Mesopotamia. During the course of the Mesopotamian 
excavations in Sumerian sites a small number of unusual sealstones had been Iden-
tifled which appeared to be importations from elsewhere. Their origin was 
unknown. Like the Aegean potsherds, found by Petrie in Egypt, they appeared to 
belong to some other ^ulture. The excavations in the Indus Valley showed where 
they came from, for the sites of Harappa and Mohenjodaro produced large num-
bers of them. Clearly India was their place of manufacture (Stanley Casson, 
The Discqvery of Man). The Indus civilisation is one of the three oldest known 
to I archaeologists; the other two are the Sumerian of the Tigris-Euphrates in what 
is now Iraq; and the .Egyptian of the Nile. Archaeological investigation has 
established that the civilisation of the Indus stretched along the coast of the 
Arabian Sea from a point north of modern Bombay to well beyond the site ot 
Karachi. Inland it reached more than 700 miles to the north-west and 300 miles 
to the west. Aryan invaders who arrived in the upper reaches of the Indus area 
from the Iranian plateau and parts of what is now south-eastern Europe over-ran 
this civilisation. Both Harappa and Mohenjodaro were actually town-planned, a 
feature which, Casson points out, was not known in Mesopotamia until about 
2,000 B.C. at Babylon. Proto-Australoid, Mediterranean, MongoUan, and Alpine 
skull types have been identified at Mohenjodaro. Conceivably the whole culture 
derived from the west. 
28. L'lle de Paques et ses Mysteres. 
29. Savage Civilisations. 
30. See Appendices, Bird Cult in the Pacific. 
31. The Proto-Indian script and the Easter Island Tablets. 
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ocean; there were, he thinks, a large number of voyages over 
a period of centuries. Ancestors of the Polynesians probably 
arrived in the Philippines in the first half of the second miUen-
nium B.C. 
SUMMATION OF HYPOTHESES 
I believe that there is more than a grain of truth in the 
several hypotheses that the ancestors of the Polynesians were 
originally a Caucasian race whose beginnings can be found 
in Asia Minor and Egypt; that they penetrated over the cen-
turies in a series of migratory movements into Asia through 
India, settled for possibly centuries in North-West India—a 
link with the Indus civilisation of Mohendojaro?—and even-
tually reached the south coast of China, finally moving on 
out into the Pacific, one stream passing through the Malayan 
and Indonesian archipelagoes, another stream through the 
PhUippines. In the Pacific, far from the homeland of their 
origins, they founded a unique civilisation. For what it is 
worth, I agree with MacmUlan Brown's hypothesis that in 
ancient times a wide-spreading Polynesian empire developed, 
on land masses which were originally part of a great 
Melanesian continent; that these land masses—in much more 
recent times than is predicated by geologists—disappeared 
under the waters of the Pacific by earthquake and volcanic 
action; that many of the survivors moved on further into 
Melanesia, profoundly influencing the Melanesians, and leav-
ing traces of their presence. 
I do not agree with the wholesale condemnation of Heyer-
dahl's theories by Dr. Suggs. WhUe accepting as vaUd his 
criticisms of the Kon-Tiki theory, I believe that in many 
respects there are affinities between the Polynesians and 
South American race types; that definite contacts were made 
by this post-Neolithic Polynesian culture with the pre-Mayan 
and other early civiUsations of South America; and that the 
Polynesians were materially infliienced by them, just as these 
influences in turn were factors in shaping the Aztec and Inca 
cultures. AU shared in a common ancestral affinity with 
Egyptian culture—in all of them there was a dominant sun-
cult with dedicated kings and priests; in all of them there was 
the practice of mummification. 
There was also the practice of skuU surgery (trepanning, 
or trephining) which was practised in ancient Egypt, and was 
widespread in Peru, the Marquesas, the Tuamotus and New 
Zealand, and in Melanesia, particularly in the GazeUe Penin-
sula of New Britain, in the southern part of New Ireland and 
certam outlying islands, in New Caledonia, and in the Loyalty 
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Group. Heyerdahl claims that the Peruvians brought trepan-
ning and its associates down wind into the Pacific at an early 
period when Polynesia was stiU vhgin land; and that the 
trepanation bridge formerly spanned the whole water from 
the coast of Peru to the islands in Melanesia.^ ^ 
There were also links between the architecture of pre-
Inca Peru, ancient Egypt, and that of the Polynesian cul-
tures—some more so than others. There was a simUarity in 
the building of pyramidal forms, terraces, temples, and stone 
colossi. The ancient Maya pyramids were "stepped," and 
differed from the Egyptian pyramids only in that the latter 
were essentially tombs, whUst the former were merely bases 
for temples. There are oji some of the Pacific Islands ruins 
and vestiges of what were formerly imposing temples, stone 
monuments, and other works, but it would appear that as 
these people receded further to the west from their original 
homeland, these works decreased in artistic and architectural 
importance and degenerated into rude structures, the most 
favoured forms of which were rectangular mounds faced with 
stone blocks, superimposed on which were smaU stone-faced 
terraces. This method of building is Unked with the Pyramids 
of Egypt and the temples in many parts of India, and right 
across the Pacific to Central America. Investigation among 
the Nagas of Assam, and archaeological research carried out 
by the French Colonial Government in Cambodia in the early 
decades of this century indicate that there is a linking up with 
the Polynesians, particularly with the Nagas, who today, 
apart from their stone-working craft, practise many customs 
that are Polynesian. The occurrence of stone remains in 
Melanesia, especiaUy in the New Hebrides, where circles of 
dolmens occur, and in the Solomons, where primitive stone 
objects have been found, indicate that wandering bands of 
Polynesian voyagers settled there for a time—or did they 
penetrate there as refugees from some cataclysm in their own 
country? 
AUSTRALOID ELEMENTS IN AMERICA 
A puzzling feature is that Melanesian and Australoid 
characteristics present in crania found in BrazU, Ecuador, 
Lower CaUfornia, and islands off the Southern Californian 
coast have led some anthropologists to beUeve that at least 
two fundamentally different racial elements were present in 
the New World. Of these the Melanesian-Australoid type 
32. For a detailed review of trepanning in Peru, the Pacific Islands, and in other 
countries, see paper by T. D. Stewart, Curator, Division of Physical Anthro-
pology, United States National Museum, on Stone Age Skull Surgery, Annual 
Report, Smithsonian Institution, 1957. 
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is the older, as shown both archaeologically and by its mar-
ginal position. Caucasoid and negroid factors were also 
present. An article on South American languages in the 14th 
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica 1929 makes the 
intriguing statement that the language of the Patagonians or 
Tehuelche of the Argentine Pampa, and the Ona in Tierra 
del Fuego, has been identified and is found to belong in 
respect of vocabulary to Australian (aboriginal) languages. 
The article conjectures that the migration of Australians to 
America must have taken place via the Antarctic during the 
post-glacial optimum when the climate of those regions was 
sensibly more favourable than now, a period counted by 
geologists as not less than 6,000 years distant." Links have 
been established with Australia and in the north with Malayo-
Polynesian Australasian groups (e.g. the Hoka) and with 
•Sino-Tibetan groups (e.g. the Na-Dene). 
MIGRATIONS TO SOUTH AMERICA 
There is evidence, putting the Heyerdahl theory in reverse, 
that there were, over a long period of time dating back to 
pre-history, migrations from China and from Polynesia to 
South America. If there were expeditions from the Pacific 
Islands, why not also from Australia and New Guinea? There 
are possibly archaeological secrets in our own land and in 
New Guinea yet to be discovered! 
Some weeks after I had written these words it was reported 
in the Brisbane Press that huge stone figures discovered by a 
Government medical student, R. Sheridan, on New Hanover 
Island, off the northern tip of New Ireland, about 160 miles 
north-west of Rabaul, could be of major archaeological 
importance. Sheridan believes the statues may have been 
built on the island by a race of sun-worshippers who used 
the island as a quarry base. One figure, which weighed about 
four tons, was facing into the sunrise and had carvings on it 
which appeared to represent human forms and the wings of a 
huge bird. Some years ago, a large stone wheel which 
appeared to have spokes or rays coming from the central 
radius had also been found. Peter White, an archaeologist of 
the Australian National University, is expected to visit New 
Britain in May to make a detaUed investigation of the statues. 
POLYNESIAN CONTACTS WITH NEW WORLD 
So far as the Pacific Islands are concerned, Dr. Suggs sug-
gests the strong possibility, on data derived from traditions 
33. Rivet, Bulletin de la Societe de linguistique de Paris, 1925; Compte-rendu som-
maire des seances de la Societe de bio-geographe, Paris, 1926. 
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:and archaeology, that Polynesians made contacts with the 
New World. In this connection, he quotes the Marquesan 
legend of the great double canoe Kahua which sailed to the 
East until it arrived on the shores of a large country desig-
nated in the legend Te Fiti. To the east of the Marquesas, 
Suggs points out, the only land to be found is the coast of 
Northern Peru and Ecuador. If this legend has any reliable 
basis of fact Marquesan navigators touched the New World 
centuries before Columbus. Another legend from the island 
of Raratonga reported by Dr. Thomas Davis, half Raraton-
gan himself, tells of a Polynesian discovery of the New World. 
According to Davis, there is a Raratongan legend of a large-
scale expedition led by Maui Marumamao, from the island of 
Raiatea in the Society Group to the east, past Easter Island to 
"a land of ridges"—probably the Andean Range lying along 
the coast of Peru. A number of Polynesian artifacts have 
been found on the coast of South America. Easter Island 
spearheads of obsidian were recovered from a prehistoric 
Indian tomb on the Chilean coast. Stone adzes of Poly-
nesian type have been dug up on the surface of Chile, also in 
northern Argentine. Suggs quotes other evidence, including 
the fact that among aboriginals of Chile stone adzes similar 
to Polynesian types are used in certain ceremonies. 
Suggs also records that in Yucatan, in the ruined cities of 
Chichen Itza, Palenque, Pedras Negras, and Tula, a complex 
of art and architectural elements has been isolated which 
show a possible connection with the cultures of South-East 
Asia. This complex consists of a number of Mayan art forms 
such as the lotus plant, the foliated cross, and various types 
of waUs, pillars, roofed vaults, colonnades, etc., which were 
used in a fashion reminiscent of types of Indian and South-
east Asian Buddhist architecture. The complex appears in 
Yucatan about 700 A.D.—a time when similar manifesta-
tions were already present in the South-east Asian area. He 
suggests that possibly it was a type of missionising attempt by 
Buddhist visitors from across the Pacific. A number of archi-
tects have discovered in Mayan art some affinities with 
ancient Egyptian art, and there is also a simUarity between 
the designs, games, and recreation of ancient Mexico and 
China and India. 
EUiot Smith, the noted British anthropologist and student 
of early cultures, in several of his books* emphasises his belief 
that we have "multitudes of corroborative details to indicate 
the influence exerted by Ethiopia, Babylonia, India, Indo-
* Sir G. Elliot Smith: The Ancient Egyptians and Their Influence Upon The 
Civilisation of Europe, 1911; The Influence of Ancient Egyptian Civilisation m 
the East and in America, 1916. 
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nesia, China, Japan, and Oceania during the progress of the 
slow migration that brought wandering hordes from the main-
land of Asia to the American continent." He asserts, more-
over, that the megalithic monunients in South America were 
clearly inspired by the simUar monuments of Egypt. "While 
the influences most obtrusively displayed in them are clearly 
Egyptian and Babylonian, the effects of the accretions from 
the Aegean, India, Cambodia, and eastern Asia are equally 
unmistakable." The Egyptians had a marveUously exact 
calendar and a highly developed system of weights and 
measures, as previously noted. Similarly, the Mayas had 
their calendar, a compUcated one with months of twenty 
days, with five leap days in each year, and a scientific dating 
which began on 6 August 613 B.C. They were a people so 
highly developed that the astronomer-priests put their science 
at the service of the farmer so that he might regulate his seed 
time and harvest with entire accuracy. 
This means that whUe Egypt was entering a period of 
decline before the advance of Cyrus and his Persian hordes; 
while Greece was still rising toward her era of greatest glory, 
and more than a century and a half before Socrates and 
Plato, Aristophanes and Euripides were born; whUe Rome 
was scarcely more than a quarrelsome border town; while 
China was feeUng the first impacts of Buddhism and the vast 
temples of Indo-China and Siam were rearing their towering, 
splendours; while the Temple of Solomon, built between 967 
and 960 B.C. approximately, was, as it had been, and would 
continue to be for three centuries more, the centre and focus 
of Jewish national life, a Mayan astronomer worked out a 
calendar of moons into clear numbers and created a 365-day 
year having eighteen months of twenty days each, plus five 
additional days at the end to balance his calculations. The 
mathematics mvolved in this astonishing feat required what is 
caUed a place-value enumeration a full thousand years before 
the very wisest and most experienced of the European or 
Asiatic astronomers thought of such a thing. 
MAYA CULTURE UNIQUE 
Contrary views as to the relationship of the South Ameri-
can cultures to Egypt and other countries of the Old World 
are held by Stanley Casson. He asserts that the Maya is the 
only South American culture which cannot be related to the 
Old World. The Maya was the greatest of aU the early 
civilisations of the New World—comparable in grandeur to 
any of the Middle Eastern and Aegean civUisations. The 
Maya were the only fully literate people of the aboriginal 
American world, and Casson describes their civiUsation as "a 
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unique phenomenon in the history of Man." "It has no exact 
paraUel anywhere, either in general outlines or in detail, in 
character, in origin." 
Some day aU the surmises and conjectures as to the origins 
of the Polynesians may be settled positively. So far as we can 
perceive, the evolution of worlds, of life, and of societies, of 
art and the sciences, is a pervasive phenomenon of the 
Universe, ceaselessly interrupted, incessantly destroyed, 
ceaselessly begun again like the spider with its web, the 
heaver with its dam, the bee with its comb, Man with his 
•works. 
The excavations of the archaeologist in Europe, Asia, 
America, and the Pacific reveal the former existence of 
peoples in a high state of civilisation who lived in some 
"rose red city half as old as Time," from ten to twenty cen-
turies before our era. "The luxury and civilisation of a mighty 
nation has given place to the wretchedness and ignorance of 
a few haU-barbarous tribes. The wealth of temples, and 
riches of great cities, has been succeeded by ruins and shape-
less heaps of earth. Above the spacious halls the plough has 
passed and the corn has waved^ "* " for now is "Nineveh 
a desolation and dry like a wilderness, and flocks lie down 
in the midst of her; all the beasts of the nations, both the 
cormorant and the bittern lodge in the upper lintels of it; 
their voice sings in the windows; and desolation is in the 
thresholds."35 
Then: temples, their palaces, their libraries, their sculptors, 
their jewellery, their social organisation, tell us that even this 
remote day must have been but as yesterday compared with 
the distant time when troglodyte man left his bones, his 
weapons, and instruments of flint by the side of the remains 
of anknals now in part extinct, in the caves wherein he dwelt. 
And this early dawn time is but at the surface of the series 
of superimposed strata of stone which must have required 
nncounted aeons for their deposition and alternate elevation 
and depression above and below the level of the sea. 
Who knows but what some future archaeologist may 
nnearth in the islands of the Pacific records of ancient civiUsa-
tions which wiU equal in importance the 26,000 cuneiform 
tablets discovered by Layard in the Royal Library of Ashur-
banipal at Nineveh, which included the Epic of Gilgaraesh 
xelating the story of the Deluge from which the ancient 
34. A. H. Layard, Nineveh and Babylon, London, 1853. 
35. Zephaniah, ii, 13 and 14. 
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Hebrew chroniclers adopted the story of Noah and the Ark?^* 
Pondering the fate of this ancient Polynesian civilisation 
which joins in the "dark backward and abysm of Time," 
Sumeria, the Cretan civUisation, the forgotten, almost un-
known empire of the HittUes, Ur of the Chaldees, Troy and 
Carthage, the lost cuUures of Asia and South America—and 
perhaps even the mythical Aflantis—^we may recaU in con-
clusion the felicitous haunting Unes of Tennyson— 
"There roUs the deep where grew the tree. 
O Earth what changes thou hast seen! 
There, where the long street roars, has been 
The stillness of the central sea. 
The hiUs are shadows and they flow 
From form to form and nothing stands; 
They meet like mists, the solid lands. 
Like clouds they shape themselves and go." 
APPENDICES 
MYTHS AND LEGENDS OF THE POLYNESIANS 
Johannes C. Andersen, in his Myths and Legends of the-
Polynesians, delves deeply into the origins of some of the 
gods of the Polynesian pantheon and finds paraUels in Old 
World mythology which provide food for speculation. 
For example, lo, ancient Supreme deity of the Phoenicians, 
is traced back to the Jews, the Babylonians, and the Greeks. 
Through the inscription of an ancient Phoenician coin, a 
quarter shekel of 350 B.C., it was estabUshed that the name 
lao was a tri-literal form of the name Jehovah (Jahwe, 
Jahveh). The coin, says Andersen, represented Jehovah im 
the guise of Zeus. Zeus is regarded as a solar deity. Homer 
mentions lAO as one of the horses of the sun god. Further, 
lO was a priestess of Hera, a moon deity of whom ISIS, the 
Egyptian goddess, was by the Greeks considered a counter-
part. In Alexandrine times lO was commonly identified with 
ISIS so that lO also becomes a mooii goddess. In Babylonia 
the moon god was SIN. "Is it possible," asks Andersen, "that 
this name links up with SINA of Samoa, and the HINA of 
36. Gilgamesh built his ship— 
"Ten dozen cubits each edge of the square deck, 
I laid out the shape of her sides and joined her together. 
. . . I hammered water plugs into her, 
I saw to the punting poles and laid in supplies." 
"What I had 1 loaded thereon, the whole harvest of life 
1 caused to embark within the vessel; all my family and relations. 
The beasts ot the field, the cattle of the field, the craftsmen, 
I made them all embark. 
I entered the vessel and closed the door. . " 
—Extract from Delaporte's version of the Epic-
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the Maoris and other Polynesians? lAO is the name given bjr 
the Hawaiians to the same planet that the Europeans called 
Jupiter, and if the name was independently given it is one 
of those strange coincidences that cause the searcher to pause 
and wonder, for Jupiter is the Latin form of the name Zeus, 
who was JAO, both Latin and Greek names being derived 
from the Hindu DYAUS-PITAR, as Max MuUer showed. 
The three letters also appear in TARIAO, the name in Maori 
of the planet Jupiter. Can there be any doubt that the Maori 
deity lO is the same as the circum-Levantine lAO? If the 
two are identical another clue is furnished for the threading 
of the labyrinth built by the Polynesians in their wanderings." 
Many scholars have postulated a direct connection between 
RA, the sun god of the Polynesians, with ancient Egypt. But 
Andersen disposes of this theory by asserting that AMEN-RA 
of Egypt and TAMA-NUI-TE-RA of Polynesia have nothing 
in common but one syUable of their names. 
Dr. D. Macdonald, Melbourne, in a paper given to the 
Pan-Pacific Science Congress at its Sydney meeting, August-
September 1923, asserted that the Oceanic languages in all 
their branches — Malagasy, Malayan, Polynesian, and 
Melanesian (of Efate) and multitudinous dialects spoken by 
about one-thirtieth of the human race were descended from 
one ancient mother-tongue, now lost; and that the gram-
matical structure and vocabulary of the island languages 
proved that their mother-tongue belonged to the Semitic 
family, and was a sister-tongue to those of Arabia and 
neighbourhood, and descended like them (i.e., the Arabic, 
etc.) from the Semitic mother-tongue, now lost. He found a 
Semitic origin and meaning in the names of the deities of the 
Pacific Islands mythology, among them Maui, Tiki, Maui 
tiki tiki, Tangaroa, Sina, Manu, and Fatu. (A fine wooden 
figure of Tangaroa is possessed by the British Museum.) 
Macdonald claimed that the Polynesian word for "god," 
atua (originally alua) was the ancient Semitic word for 
"god," seen in the Arabic "aluhat" ("alihat"), the so-called 
"broken plural" of ilah ("god"); in Aramaic elah, Syriac, 
alaha, Hebrew eloah. The "sound plural" of eloah, viz., 
elohim, was that commonly used in Hebrew for "god" and 
mostly in denoting the true God. 
Macdonald's conclusions were: 
• That the Oceanic mother-tongue was an ancient Semitic 
dialect. 
• That its speakers had the same mythology and religion 
as the speakers of the other ancient contemporary 
Semitic dialects of the Semitic mainland (i.e., of Arabia. 
and neighbourhood). 
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• That in very ancient times they migrated from that 
mainland into the island world, which was now, from 
Madagascar to Easter Island, and from New Zealand 
to the Sandwich Islands, peopled with their descendants. 
UNWRITTEN LITERATURE 
The Polynesians had a literature in the true sense of the 
word in spite of the fact that it was unwritten. The old Poly-
nesian priests, with their extraordinary memories, held every 
word of the old traditions as flawlessly as papyrus or paper 
could have done; the proof of this lies in the occurrence, in 
texts taken down from native lips, of words so archaic that 
even the hierarchs have forgotten their meanings. Many 
migration songs and legends are known and others are still 
being collected. The Maori Chant of Eternity is in places 
identical with the Samoan Creation Song, but has a definite 
individuality. Speculation on life and its problems appears 
in many of the legends centred round Maui, the great com-
mon Polynesian ancestor, the Divine Angler whose hook 
caught on the islands of New Zealand and brought them to 
the surface as an abode for his chUdren. SimUarly, Tahiti, 
the Tongan Archipelago, and other islands of Polynesia were 
fished out of the sea by Maui who used red Kura feathers on 
his fish-hook for bait. Those islands which he did not tread 
down and make smooth are stUl mountainous and rugged. 
The Polynesians had many gods, the principal ones being 
lo the Supreme, Tangaloa (or Tangaroa), Maui, Hikuleo, 
and Hemoana-uluili. Tangaloa, stern god of the Tongans and 
other branches of the Polynesian race, was the Polynesian 
Jupiter, who sent forth the thunder and the lightning. Alter-
natively, in some other parts of Polynesia he was also the 
equivalent of the Greek Neptune, god of the sea, but among 
the Hawaiians, Hemoana-uliuli was the god of the sea who 
reigned over the sea, the winds, and the tides. Tangaloa 
became softened in the New Hebrides to Tangaroa or Tagaro, 
the kindly Creator. Maui, who is also the Raratongan Tiki 
(whose son Taata—"man"—represents a Polynesian Adam, 
the ancestor of the human race), lives under the earth and 
bears it upon his shoulders — a curious dual Polynesian 
paraUel of Pluto, Greek god of the Underworld, and Adas, 
in Greek mythology, the leader of the Titans who attempted 
to storm the heavens, and for this supreme treason was con-
demned by Zeus to bear the vault of heaven on his head and 
hands, in the neighbourhood of the Hesperides at the western 
extremity of the earth, where day and night meet, on the 
mountains in the north-west of Africa, stiU caUed by his 
name. Some supposed that he was originally a man who was 
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metamorphosed into a mountain, and Ovid explains that 
Perseus changed him by means of the Medusa's head into 
stone for hi^  inhospitality. 
When Maui nods there is an earthquake, and the natives 
used to stamp and shout to awaken him lest in his troubled 
dreams he should upset the islands altogether. 
BIRD CULT IN THE PACIFIC 
The bird-cult is found on many of the Pacific Islands. Just 
as in Greek mythology Jason went to far Colchis in quest of 
the Golden Fleece, so adventurous Polynesian voyagers 
searched for the sacred Kura whose red feathers were 
emblems of great chieftainship and a symbol of the ancestral 
gods. The Kura related to the vivid redness of certain birds, 
e.g., the scarlet throat pouch feathers of the frigate bird, the 
scarlet honey parrot, the white tropic bird with scarlet tail 
streamers. The frigate bird belonged to the great esoteric god 
lo and is represented by the canoe prows of Malekula and the 
bird-cult figures of Easter Island. 
Harrisson refers to bird and beak motifs right through the 
Pacific, especially in the Solomons and Northern New 
Hebrides, Easter Island, and on ancient (BC) Peruvian 
pottery. The frigate bird or hawk is the commonest subject 
of representative carving in the New Hebrides; in sacrificial 
effigies, house ornaments, canoe prows, and in masks. It is 
also represented in dances, e.g., the Matanavat dances of 
Na-Leng (dance of the hawk), referred to by Harrisson. 
Captain Cook reaUsed the great importance placed upon red 
feathers by the Polynesians when he brought some tropic 
bird and red parakeet feathers from Tonga to Tahiti. He 
says: "The important news of red feathers being on board 
having been conveyed on shore the day had no sooner begun 
to break next moriung than we were surrounded by a multi-
tude of canoes. At first a quantity of feathers not greater 
than might be got from a tom-tit would purchase a hog of 40 
or 50 lb." SimUar bird or animal motifs can be found in the 
pantheon of the ancient Egyptians, e.g., Thoth, the ibis-
headed god of knowledge, inventor of the arts and sciences, 
music and astronomy. 
MYSTERIOUS RUINS IN THE CAROLINES 
On the islands of Ponape and Kusiae, in the CaroUnes, are 
extensive and mysterious ruins which have aroused consider-
able' archaeological interest. Lewis Spence, in his book. The 
Problem of Lemuria (the name of a hypothetical continent 
which supposedly existed in ancient times connecting Malaya 
with Madagascar), has described as the most important and 
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perplexing of these sites the deserted city of Metalanim, 
which covers eleven square mUes, on the south-east shore of 
Ponape. Numbers of large basaltic blocks, which must have 
been transplanted from great distances, are scattered over the 
island. From blocks of the same type were built the great 
walls of the ancient harbour and the embankments of canals, 
some of which are from 30 to 100 feet wide. The theory is 
that in building the city, artificial islands were constructed 
on the coral reefs. The canals between the islands enabled 
boats to come alongside with their cargoes of basaltic blocks, 
which were then used in the erection of buUdings on the 
artificial islands. On one side the harbour city was enclosed 
by the high land of Ponape; on the seaward side by three 
extensive breakwaters of basalt. At the north-west corner 
was a sea-gate which allowed entry to vessels and rafts. 
Spence recorded that the waterfront to the east was faced 
with a terrace built of massive blocks, about 7ft. in width, 
above which frowned the vast retaining wall of the enclosure 
of Nan Tanach, "the place of Lofty Walls," the remains of 
the great gateway of which were still 30ft. high. Inside, a 
colossal staircase led to a courtyard littered with fragments 
of faUen pUlars, which encircled a second terraced enclosure, 
with a projecting frieze or cornice. The dimensions of the 
outer enclosure were about 185ft. by 115ft. and the walls 
were about 15ft. thick. Within the inner enclosure lay the 
great central vault or treasure chamber of a legendary 
dynasty known to local tradition as "Chan-te-leur" or "Kings 
of the Sun." Spence refutes the hypothesis advanced by Dr. 
Hambruch, of Hamburg, forty years ago that the ruins of 
Ponape are not more than 250 years old. 
Spence takes the view that the sparse population then 
inhabiting the Carolines would have found it impossible to 
raise such vast structures, which have all the signs of great 
antiquity. The task of building must have demanded the 
work of hundreds of thousands of people. Equally mysterious 
ruins are at Lele, on Kusiae, 200 mUes south-east of Ponape. 
The arragonite or hardened Umestone used in some of these 
buUdings can only be found on islands hundreds of mUes to 
the west of the Carolines. 
